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Who Cares About the Victim?

“Well, your local prosecutor does.”
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In August 1978, 13-year old
Randy Gilbert was attacked and
stabbed by mid-Michigan serial
killer Don Miller. Randy arrived at
his Lansing-area home that day, 46
years ago, and confronted Miller,
who had gained entry into the
house and was assaulting Randy’s
14-year old sister. Randy and his
sister survived, and Miller was

arrested hours later. In 1979, Miller
was convicted of rape and Eaton County Prosecutor Doug Lloyd, left, and
Randy Gilbert, right, chat in front of Michigan’s
State Capitol.

attempted murder in Eaton
County, and later pled guilty to
manslaughter in the deaths of four women in the Lansing area during the 1970s.
In a plea agreement, Miller led authorities to the locations where he dumped his
victims’ bodies in exchange for a sentence that precluded life without parole.
For more than 30 years, Randy Gilbert lived in the shadow of that day in
August of 1978. By the early 2020s, the passage of time and changes in state
policy meant Randy was attending a parole hearing for Don Miller every year.
While parole for Miller was always denied, Randy says preparing for the hearings
exacted a toll. “When I say we had to fight it every year, it's not like just one day
we spent fighting it. This took months and months of the year to prepare for it,
which means maybe I had the summer off to spend with my family and do
normal things.”
(continued on page 3)
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Eaton County

Strider is a Golden Retriever/Yellow Lab
born in August of 2020. He came to Eaton
County from Leader Dogs in April of 2022.
During the weekdays, when not in court, he
can be found wandering the office looking
for treats and belly rubs. On the weekends,
he loves to go to his Nana’s house to swim
or go anywhere he can meet new people
and get lots of pets.

[t Takes a Village: PAAM’s 2024 Elder Justice Summit

PAAM'’s 2024 Elder Justice Summit was held July 23 in Mt. Pleasant, with Adult
Protect Service workers, law enforcement professionals, and prosecutors attending.
Topics included guardianships, community partnerships, and some of the barriers to
serving vulnerable adults.

. ———
E POWER OF A MULTI-DISCIPLINARY APPROACH TO ELDER ABUSE
2024 Annual Elder Justice

. PAAM Victim
Services
Training Unit
Director Bill
Dailey discussed
some of the
barriers in
reporting crimes
involving
vulnerable
adults.

Diges Summit: It Takes a Village L

Muskegon County Prosecutor DJ
Hilson spoke on the Muskegon
SafeSeniors Task Force and the value
of multi-disciplinary teams.
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“Who Cares About the Victim?”, cont. from page 1

Around this time, Randy joined forces with
Eaton County Prosecutor Doug Lloyd to change
state law on the timing of parole hearings so
victims would not have to relive their experience
every 12 months. Prosecutor Lloyd says helping
Randy is part of his job. “Who cares about the
victim?” Lloyd asks, “Well, your local prosecutors \
do.” Working with Eaton County’s state Eaton County Prosecutor
representatives, Randy and Prosecutor Lloyd got ~ D0ug Lloyd

the Governor’s signature on legislation that allows parole hearings for felons
convicted of serious crimes, like Don Miller, to be conducted every five years
instead of annually.

“I kept a lot of this inside for many, many
years,” Randy says. “It was Doug who gave me
faith, gave me hope in the judicial system, to
fight this, to make change for other victims
and for myself and my sister. There’s
something about Doug Lloyd. He made me
feel safe, he made me feel comfortable. Now
for criminals like Don Miller, we can do the
i . parole every five years, instead of having to
Randy Gilbert do it every year, and go through the trauma
and the drama of what happened.”

Randy and Prosecutor Lloyd are working again at the State Capitol as
debate continues on productivity credit legislation that could see the early
release of some prisoners. “I'd like to see victims get more help than criminals,”
Randy says, “and it sickens me that a criminal is given more to be a productive
citizen in the community when us victims are out here struggling.” Prosecutor
Lloyd agrees with Randy’s focus. “What about those victims who suffered
through a carjacking or an assault with intent to commit murder? When does
he get out of the prison that that defendant caused him?” Like other
prosecutors across Michigan, Doug Lloyd’s work on behalf of crime victims
stretches well beyond the courtroom.
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