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PAAM Interns

“This has been such a great experience. Everyone |
work with in this county has been so amazing.”

More than two dozen law
students, representing ten
different schools, are
participating in PAAM
internships in prosecutor
offices across Michigan
during the summer of 2024.
| Two PAAM interns in mid-
| 4 Michigan offices say they can
PAAM Intern Samantha Totten chats with Clinton  already see how much they
County Prosecutor Tony Spagnuolo. have learned and benefitted.

“I cannot say enough about how much I get to do as a PAAM intern”
says Samantha Totten. Totten studies at Cooley Law School and is
interning this summer in the office of Clinton County Prosecutor Tony
Spagnuolo in St. Johns. “I've just learned a lot about how attorneys
interact with each other. I mean there’s really no way I'd get that in law
school. It’s all kinds of straight law and books and cases, so I have
learned a lot about how they talk with each other and negotiate. My
first week, actually, we had an assistant prosecutor who was doing a
trial in circuit court, so I got to watch that. I was just sitting in on a trial
in district court, so I've been really lucky in the trial area here.”

Samantha Totten grew up in Hastings in Barry County and took a
(continued on page 4)
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Prosecutor Profile:
Emmet County’s Mike Schuitema

Mike Schuitema took office as the Emmet County Prosecutor April 5, 2024,
replacing the retiring James Linderman, who stepped down in late February.
Prosecutor Schuitema’s appointment runs through the end of 2024.

The new prosecutor is a native of Grand Rapids, who graduated from
Calvin College and then studied law at the University of Virginia. Describing
himself as a “traveling prosecutor” during the early part of his career, he
worked in Florida before returning to Michigan to serve as an assistant
prosecutor in both Huron and Kent Counties. In 2016, he was enjoying a skiing
trip in northern Michigan when he saw an Emmet County Assistant Prosecutor
opening on the PAAM careers page, applied for the position, and was hired.
Prosecutor Schuitema served as the Chief Assistant Prosecutor in Emmet
County between October 2019 and December 2021, when he moved to
Guatemala with his wife, who worked with a ministry serving juvenile prison
inmates. He returned to Emmet County in 2023 and was reappointed Chief
Assistant Prosecutor.

“One of my goals is to be more
accessible in the community, accept
more speaking engagements, interact
with the partners we have in the
community, be it law enforcement or
victim advocacy groups or other things,
just to kind of increase awareness,”
Schuitema says. He also wants his
neighbors to have a better
understanding of the role of his office. =~ Emmet County Prosecutor Mike Schuitema

Schuitema is looking forward to helping crime victims and serving the
people of Emmet County. “We have a pretty large responsibility in the
community. We decide who gets charged, what they get charged for, how the
cases are resolved with potential plea agreements. We represent Emmet
County and Emmet County alone in a lot of ways. We want to know what they
expect of us, what they think is a big deal, and what’s impacting them every
day.”
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Jethro, Iron County

Jethro is 12 and has worked as Iron County’s
canine advocate for nine years. An active
Leader Dog early in his life, Jethro changed
career paths at the age of three and began a
new job in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. Sara
Starr, the legal assistant in the office of Iron
County Prosecutor Chad A. DeRouin, says
Jethro has been “an indescribable help” and
has assisted numerous children and adult
victims, both in the courtroom and in the
Prosecutor’s Office.

Tucker, Oakland County

Tucker is a 3 ¥z year old Yellow Lab who
will turn 4 in November. He joined the
Oakland County Prosecutor’s Office in
May 2022. Tucker’s human friends
report that he is a goofy, friendly, and
snuggly boy who loves being around
people and that he brings comfort and
support to the victims he works with.
You can follow Tucker on Instagram
@tuckerthegoodestboy.
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(PAAM Interns, continued from page 1)

PAAM internship because she was interested in experiencing the work of
prosecutors first hand. “One of my goals in this internship was I wanted
to see if this was something I could do as a career. Because it's really easy,
in law school, to say ‘Oh, I really like criminal law, I really like criminal
injury.’ But once you get out and start really doing it, it's very different and
it's a whole new world.”

Sixty miles to the north, in the
office of Clare County Prosecutor
Michelle Ambrozaitis, Michigan
State University College of Law
student Kaitlyn Basel is spending
the summer as a PAAM intern as
well. “This has been such a great
experience. Everyone [ work with
in this county has been so
amazing. Michelle is wonderful to
work with; she’s been such a great |
mentor.” The internship is also PAAM Intern Kaitlyn Basel at the Clare County

providing Kaitlyn with practical =~ Courthouse
experience. “It’s a lot of practicing, my own cases, my own caseload. I'm

handling district court arraignments and pretrial conferences and a lot of
the time I'm in the courtroom and it’s just me handling everything.”

Kaitlyn Basel is heading into her third year of law school this fall and
says she has wanted to be a prosecutor since she was eight years old. “I
have never thought about doing things differently,” she says. “I have other
interests in other areas of the law, but, career-wise, | have been pretty
steadfast in wanting to go into prosecution. I love doing the work. I love
criminal justice. It has always been my plan.”

For more information about 2025 PAAM internships and an application,
visit the PAAM Website at michiganprosecutor.org/careers /internship /.
Applicants will need to have completed 40 credit hours of law school by
May 9, 2025.
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