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Preventing School Threats

Prosecutors work in their communities to protect schools and kids

More than two dozen threats to schools were
reported across Michigan as students returned
to the classroom in August and September for
the start of the 2024-2025 school year. The
threats resulted in multiple arrests, mostly of
school-age minors.

Kent County Prosecutor Chris Becker says the

T number of school threat cases his office charges
varies from year to year In 2022 his office saw 32 cases, and the number more than
doubled to 68 in 2023. For now, 2024 is on track to see around 26 individuals charged.
“This is definitely something that has risen to the very top level of our response. I think
maybe a few years ago, it wasn’t quite like this, but given what'’s going on in the
country, given what’s going on in Michigan, specifically, it's much more on everybody’s
radar and we address this a lot more robustly than we have in the past,” Becker says.

Prosecutor Becker notes the majority of cases his office sees are situations where
students are making threats against either their schools or classmates. Prevention, he
says, is a priority. “One of the biggest things is to try and work with your partners in
the schools, whether it be the school resource officer specifically or directly with law
enforcement.”

Since 2019, Wayne County Prosecutor Kym Worthy has sent out a letter to the
parents and guardians of school-age children to alert them about the applicable laws
involving school threats, signs to look for, and how making a threat can impact a young
person’s future. “I get stopped at least once a month by a parent who thanks me for
doing it. They appreciate that we're proactive, because nobody wants to have a school
shooting or a school threat. That's what we're trying to prevent from happening.”
Prosecutor Worthy says even being investigated for making a threat can impact a
young person’s college career and she encourages parents to have what she
(Preventing School Threats, continued on page 2)
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Assistant Prosecuting Attorney
Tiffany Burks and Nox.

Goose joins Assistant Prosecuting Attorneys
Nicole Walker, left, and Beth Van Deusen,
right, for a much appreciated car ride.

The staff in the Kent County Prosecutor’s
Office welcomed some new canine friends
from the Kent County Animal Shelter this fall,

including visitors named Goose and Nox. S i
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Laura Clifton APA Blair Lachman, Nox, and
is credited with the idea. APA Nicole Sorci.

Preventing School Threats (continued from page 1)

calls a serious conversation with their children about the consequences of making a
threat, whether in-person or on a social media site.

Community conversations and reminding neighbors to speak up about concerns is
key, Becker says. “Talking to schools, talking to school groups, even talking to
parents and saying ‘Hey, you've got to say something. If you think something could
happen, you've got to say something.’ I'd rather take a look at it and find out there is
nothing than not say anything and say ‘Oh shoot, we should have done something.’
Prosecutor Worthy agrees. “We don't want school shootings to happen, we don'’t
want threats to happen, and we want to equip parents or the guardians to have these
difficult conversations with their children.”
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Wayne County Victim Advocate Sallie
Glispie honored with Frances A. Smith
Prosecutor Staff Achievement Award

Wayne County Prosecuting Aﬁﬂ)
Attorney’s Office Victim Advocate CE Toga
Sallie Glispie was honored with the
Frances A. Smith Prosecutor Staff
Achievement Award at PAAM’s
Annual Victim Advocate Conference
in Mt. Pleasant this fall. She was
nominated for the honor by Wayne
County Prosecutor Kym Worthy.
“She worked here for over 30
years,” Prosecutor Worthy says.
“Sallie was a victim advocate that
retired and worked mainly in
domestic violence and other SVU
cases. She is well known for her
ability to speak and listen to victims

and was very well thought of around =~ Wayne County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office
here.” Victim Advocate Sallie Glispie is joined by

“Thank you so much to PAAM for  several colleagues as she is honored with the
this incredible honor,” Sallie Glispie ~ 2024 Frances A. Smith Prosecutor Staff
said. “ I am truly grateful to be Achievement Award
recognized with this award named
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for Ms. Frances A. Smith, who clearly left a meaningful impact. I am humbled and
will strive to live up to her legacy. I would also like to thank Prosecutor Worthy and
supervisor Mechelle Donahoo for nominating me as a recipient of this amazing
award.”

Newer victim advocates attending the PAAM conference benefited from learning
about Sallie’s outstanding years of service. During her three decades in the
Domestic Violence Unit, Sallie made a positive impact in her community. “Sallie
never thought anything was beneath her,” Prosecutor Worthy says, “and she was
really dedicated to victims.”



