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Domestic Violence Awareness Month in October

Heal-Hold-Center

PAAM’s President, Midland County
Prosecutor J. Dee Brooks

   October marks National Domestic
Violence Awareness Month. Statistics
suggest that one in every three Michigan
families is impacted by domestic violence,
and that more than 100 domestic
violence-related murders occur in our
state every year.  The 2024 theme for
National Domestic Violence Awareness
Month is “Heal-Hold-Center.”
     Michigan’s prosecutors say working
with the victims of domestic violence is a  
priority.  “I think it’s real important for

us to be out there recognizing Domestic Violence Awareness Month,” says PAAM
President and Midland County Prosecutor J. Dee Brooks.  “It goes on all the time,
but this is a time to focus and make people aware of domestic violence and the
resources that we have to try to deal with it.”  
     The Midland County Prosecutor’s Office, local police agencies, and the area
shelter have worked to protect domestic violence victims under the Blueprint for
Safety for almost seven years.  Under the Blueprint, a domestic violence complaint
coming into the Prosecutor’s Office is assigned to an assistant prosecutor and a
victim advocate, with outreach being made to the shelter, and with the victim
advocate helping the victim navigate through a series of possible options. The
agencies involved in the Blueprint meet monthly to review their work and perform
a safety audit. Prosecutor Brooks says the focus on the victim is paramount. “Many
of the homicides and the more serious assaults, those are often committed by
people we know, people in the family or in a relationship. People may be prisoners
in their own homes.”  
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us are there to serve the victim.  Reagan added a whole new piece to allowing us to
serve those victims. Not only was he there for the child, he’d be there for the parents
as well. Just with his silence and his comfort. You know, he had  beautiful eyes and he
could look in your soul. And when he did, the looks he gave let you know, ‘this really
stinks, but it’s going to be okay.’”

Remembering Reagan 
     Canine Advocate Reagan, who served in the
office of Eaton County Prosecutor Doug Lloyd
since late 2013, died in August at the age of 12. 
“Reagan, to me, caused me to be a strong victim
advocate as far as using a canine advocate,”
Prosecutor Lloyd said. “He gave me that tool that
was so beneficial. He never talked. He never talked
back. All he asked from me was the peanut butter
cheese crackers that I kept in my desk. That was
my gift to him, as well as the pats and the thank
yous.”

     Reagan was just the fifth canine advocate to serve in one of
Michigan’s courts, and the first in Eaton County. Eaton
County Prosecutor’s Office investigator Bryan Seratt  worked
as Reagan’s handler and caregiver, beginning in 2013. When
legislation to certify canine advocates for courtroom work
with children was in a legislative committee, Reagan joined
Prosecutor Lloyd and Bryan Seratt at the State Capitol as they
successfully advocated for the passage of the legislation with
state lawmakers. 

Reagan attends a House
committee hearing with
his handler, Bryan
Seratt, left, and Eaton
County Prosecutor
Doug Lloyd, center.

     Most of Reagan’s work was with Eaton County’s youngest
victims. “When you talk about children, and them having to
come to courts, we have the people there to try to help,”
Prosecutor Lloyd says. “We have the victim advocates, we
have the attorneys, even our legal assistants in general, all of 

     Other jurisdictions asked for Reagan’s help over the
years, as well. When two bailiffs were shot and killed in the
Berrien County courthouse in 2016, he travelled with Bryan
Serratt to St. Joseph to comfort the community, and, in the
wake of the Oxford High School shooting, Reagan and Seratt
were at the school when students returned to class.

    Reagan and Bryan
Seratt at Oxford High
School. 

      In 2022, Reagan moved to emeritus status, but still
carried cases. He also welcomed his successor, Strider, to 
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the Prosecutor’s Office. Prosecutor Lloyd says his
canine advocates play a crucial role because they
help his county’s most vulnerable victims find their
voice and get justice. “Without having Reagan, and
now Strider, it would have been a lot more difficult
for me to actually get to the point to even be able to
present to the jury that information that would allow
them to decide. That’s what a canine advocate
brings to a prosecutor’s office.”

Reagan and Prosecutor Doug
Lloyd at work in the community.

Reagan Remembered, continued from page 2

PAAM 2024 Victim Advocate Annual Conference

Genesee County Chief Assistant
Prosecutor Tammy Phillips, left, chats
with PAAM VSTU Director Bill Dailey,
center, and MSU Professor Rebecca
Campbell, right.

Dr. Rebecca Campbell addresses the
conference on vicarious trauma.
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     Victim advocates from around Michigan
gathered in Mt. Pleasant in September for
PAAM's 2024 Victim Advocate Annual
Conference. Sessions included presentations
on trauma informed communication, crime
victim compensation, and a discussion on
vicarious trauma led by Dr. Rebecca
Campbell from Michigan State University.
     With Michigan moving toward Domestic
Violence Awareness Month in October,
Genesee County Chief Assistant Prosecutor
Tammy Phillips  spoke on intimate partner
violence and how her work as a prosecutor
intersects with the work of victim advocates.
The focus on victims continued with a
session on MI VINE,  which stands for Victim
Information and Notification Everyday.  MI
VINE allows crime victims to receive notice
of the custody status of an offender,
including information on release, transfers,
and escape, as well as providing access to
reliable information about criminal cases.
     



     In Ingham County, Prosecutor John Dewane also puts the focus on the individual.
“We’re victim based, we’re victim centered,” he says.  “We have a victim advocate full
time at my office that is kind of a liaison between the victim, the prosecutor, and the
court system. They provide the crime victim rights that they need to have, referrals for
safety planning, resources for housing, things of that nature. And we also partner with
some of our community groups in Ingham County, such as CARE (Capital Area
Response Effort) and EVE (End Violent Encounters).” Prosecutor Dewane adds that
those partnerships help focus on victims as people. “It’s absolutely necessary to have
those groups in our community to be able to reach out to these victims. Oftentimes,
we need to remove the victim from the abuser, get them shelter, get them safe
housing. Sometimes, we need to get them transportation. All these types of resources,
safety planning, are very important to ensure that the victim feels safe and wants to
continue with the prosecution of their abuser.”  
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Ingham County Prosecutor John Dewane says his office
is centered on victims and works with community
partners to provide resources and safety planning.
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     Prosecutor Dewane says
anyone can be a victim of
domestic violence, whether
it is physical, verbal, or
financial. He says his office is
committed to educating the
community about domestic
violence and relaying the
message during Domestic
Violence Awareness Month
in October, and throughout
the year, that the Office of
the Ingham County
Prosecutor is there for 

victims.  “You don’t have to stay with your abuser. Being abused is not a part of life,”
he says.  “We need to get that message out that you can leave your abuser and that
we can, maybe, put them in a treatment court and maybe change that behavior. But
also ultimately making sure that victims feel safe and secure and that they can live
their life without being abused.”


