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victims and their families. “Where else can you work with women and help them
with their trauma? Where else can you help seniors who have been raped and
abused in nursing homes and other places? Where else can you look into the
eyes of homicide families and try to do your best for them? I just don’t think
there’s any place else.” Prosecution, Worthy says, is a job where she and her
colleagues do something meaningful every single day.
     Worthy’s career has impacted people in Wayne County and across Michigan.
In 2009, she went to work resolving a backlog of more than 10,000 untested  
(continued on page 3)
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“Just Do the Right Thing”
Wayne County Prosecutor Kym Worthy Honored for Service

     Wayne County Prosecutor
Kym Worthy was honored at
PAAM’s 97th Annual
Conference in August with
the William H. Delhey Award.
The Delhey Award recognizes
individuals who have made
significant contributions to
the profession of prosecution
and is the highest honor that
can be given to a prosecution
official for service to their
communities and to the
people of Michigan.
     In her remarks at the
conference, Prosecutor
Worthy spoke about the
impact prosecutors have on  

Wayne County Prosecutor Kym Worthy, center,
receives the Delhey Award from  PAAM’s president,
Midland County Prosecutor J. Dee Brooks, left, and
Genesee County Prosecutor David Leyton, right.  
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 Dog Days of Summer
with Michigan’s canine advocates
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Lance joined the Oakland County
Prosecutor’s Office in 2021 and works with
his human mom, a victim advocate. When
Lance isn’t at the office, he enjoys
spending time at home, going for walks,
playing fetch, running in the snow, and
getting well-deserved belly rubs.

Lance
Oakland County

Community Focus: Kent County
     As Michigan students prepared to head
back to the classroom, Kent County
Prosecutor Chris Becker and his team
participated in the 12th Annual El
Informador Backpack Giveaway at
Wyoming High School on August 10.  Along
with providing free backpacks, the event
included activities for the kids and
information on family resources.
Prosecutor Becker says the Giveaway was
a great success, noting that the line in
front of his table was busy from the start
of the event at 10:00 a.m. through to its
closing at 4:00 p.m.  



Prosecutors at PAAM’s 10th Annual Drug
Initiatives Conference included, from left,
Prosecutor David Gilbert, Calhoun County;
Prosecutor Tony Spagnuolo, Clinton
County; Prosecutor Sierra Koch, Crawford
County; Prosecutor Sara Swanson, Benzie
County; and Prosecutor Julie Nakfoor
Pratt, Barry County.

     Prosecutors and law enforcement
personnel from across Michigan gathered
in Lansing for PAAM’s 10th Annual Drug
Initiatives Conference in July.  Topics
included the prosecution of drug delivery
causing death cases, vehicular homicide,
clandestine marijuana grows, and the
Michigan Automated Prescription System.
Conference attendees also discussed some
of the trends they are seeing in drug use in
their own jurisdictions.

 

police officers Walter Budzyn and Larry Nevers in the death of Malice Green, as
well as the prosecution of former Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick in 2008.      
     In February 2024, a safe firearm storage law took effect in Michigan, due in
large part to the advocacy and leadership of Kym Worthy. Worthy’s close ally in
the effort to enact the safe storage law, Genesee County Prosecutor David
Leyton, says she has mobilized citizens, church, and civic leaders to prevent gun
violence and that her emphasis on education and training have changed the
culture and saved lives. 
    In 2014, Kym Worthy became the first African American woman to serve as
PAAM’s president. PAAM’s current president, Midland County Prosecutor J. Dee
Brooks, calls her a “fearless and ferocious advocate for the victims of crime.” 
Worthy has served as the Wayne County Prosecutor since 2004. As she enters
her third decade in office, she points to the advice of a mentor and predecessor,
former Wayne County Prosecutor John O’Hair, as words that have guided her as
she serves her community and advocates for victims: “Just do the right thing.” 
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PAAM’s 10th Annual Drug Initiatives Conference

Prosecutor Worthy addresses
PAAM’s Annual Conference.

(“Just Do the Right Thing,” continued from page 1)
rape kits that had languished in the Detroit
Police property warehouse, some for as long as
25 years. With a focus on finding justice for
victims, she assembled funding from a variety
of sources that led to all 11,431 kits being tested,
resulting in the identification of more than 800
serial sexual offenders. Her notable cases have
included the prosecution of Detroit 


