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Taking Office:

Newly-elected

prosecutors begin service

More than a score of new county
prosecutors take office in January
2025, and many were in Lansing in
December to participate in a new
prosecutor school conducted by the
Prosecuting Attorneys Association
of Michigan. Discussions focused
on serving the needs of victims and
survivors, developing office policies,
and implementing strategies for
connecting with community
residents through social media.
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New prosecutors heard about the role
they will fill in their communities.

The new Hillsdale County Prosecutor, Jamie
Wisniewski, left, attends PAAM’s New Prosecutor
School in Lansing with incoming Tuscola County
Prosecutor, Erica Walle, right.

Attendees heard from PAAM’s Immediate Past
President, Kalamazoo County Prosecutor Jeff
Getting. “Try and schedule regular meetings with
other community partners,” Getting said.
“Whether that’s church leaders, whether that’s
neighborhood associations, whatever other groups
that are out there, especially as newly-elected
prosecutors, show them you're willing to listen,
and that you're going to talk to them, because
what is important to them should be important to
you.”

(Taking Office, continued on page 3)
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It Feels Like Family

Eaton County’s Community Prosecutor

In Eaton County, Prosecutor Doug Lloyd and his staff serve their community, both
through their efforts in the Prosecutor’s Office and as co-workers striving to help their
neighbors.

Prosecutor Lloyd says the commitment to public service he and his colleagues share
makes his office a professional and enjoyable place to work. “A reason a lot of people
like to stay in my office is because it feels like family. To be able to take a few minutes
and just have that comradery and have that fun with each other, I think that’s really
important because it makes work something more.”
= I T The Eaton County Prosecutor’s Office is family-
friendly in more ways than one. Prosecutor Lloyd
says his first years in the office were during a time
when a business dress code prevailed. As attitudes
about work attire began to change, he saw an
opportunity to link a desire for more casual dress at
work with an opportunity to help some Eaton
County neighbors. “I said ‘If we're going to dress
casual, we need to have a cause, we've got to be
Eaton County Prosecutor Doug able to say we have a purpose.’ So, now, for a dollar,
Lloyd at his office in Charlotte. every Friday, some staff can wear jeans. Most of the

legal assistants take it up. It allows them to have more comfortable wear, or fun wear.”

In 2024, the staff collected enough money to assist some families at the local
homeless shelter through the Giving Tree campaign. Prosecutor Lloyd says past years
have seen an actual tree in the Eaton County Courthouse, although, in 2024, the
campaign was conducted online. “They’re happy,” the Prosecutor says of his staff.
“They raised enough for a couple of families this year from all the people who have
participated. Isn’t that what the holidays are about? They're about giving.” Lloyd adds
his staff works to get word out regarding community service agencies and how they
assist local residents.

Staff birthdays also play a part in the family atmosphere of the Eaton County
Prosecutor’s Office. “One of the things my predecessor did when I got here 25 years
ago was birthdays. Everybody in the office has a birthday. Someone in the office is
responsible for that person’s birthday, they have to get them treats, they have to get
them a card, they all stand out there and sing “Happy Birthday” to them when we have
that day.”

The family atmosphere among his colleagues, Prosecutor Lloyd says, played out in
the staff donations that help the community and a pervasive focus on people, reflect a
willingness, on the part of everyone in the office, to serve and to grow together.
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Joey, the veteran chocolate Labrador
canine advocate in the office of
Midland County Prosecutor (and
PAAM President) J. Dee Brooks was
joined in 2024 by a golden retriever
named Newt. Joey and Newt are seen
here resting up after a busy holiday
season and prepping for a year of
public service in 2025.

(Taking Office, continued from page 1)

New prosecutors say they are focused on service. “As a defense attorney for 17 and
1/2 years,” Monroe County Prosecutor Jeff Yorkey told PAAM, “I took great satisfaction
in helping my clients become productive members of society. I became a prosecutor
because I felt I could reach more people. As the prosecutor, I still support defendants
becoming productive members of the community by supporting treatment courts and
diversion programs, but I also take great satisfaction in helping victims traverse the
legal process and I love working with my community and schools to prevent crime.”

Prosecutor Getting gave a practical example of
his commitment to victims and families, telling the
e | . new prosecutors that he meets with the survivors
- e in every death case his office charges. “I say
‘Whatever the outcome of the criminal justice
system is, it's never going to balance the scales.
You've lost a loved one and I'm going to talk about
a number of years in prison. Those things aren’t
| the same. Here’s what the process is going to be.
Here are the people who are going to be involved.”

Getting, who first took office in 2013, urged his
Kalamazoo County Prosecutor Jeff soon-to-be colleagues to share his focus on
Getting talked about being people. “If you can be there for victims and
focused on victims. families, if you can do something like that, it makes
a huge difference.”
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