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Sextortion:

Prosecutors applaud new laws, focus on prevention

Michigan prosecutors will have new tools to combat extortion involving sexually
explicit visual material, commonly called “sextortion,” in 2025, after legislative passage
of two bills signed into law by Governor Gretchen Whitmer. Public Acts 261 and 262 of
2024 create penalties of between 5 and 25 years in prison for adults convicted of
threatening to distribute sexually explicit photographs or video of another person,
with the intent to get sexually explicit material or anything of value, such as money. A
Michigan case that resulted in the death of a Marquette teenager in 2022 received
national attention.

Midland County Prosecutor J. Dee Brooks is the 3 w \\\r
President of the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of
Michigan for 2024-2025 and says he welcomes the :
new legislation. “I think they will be excellent tools
for us. This is an ongoing problem that’s just
becoming more and more frequent. We definitely
need some additional tools to fight these things. You
know, there have been some horrific cases, but this
gives us something more directly on point, it gives us pjidland County Prosecutor J.

additional tools in these cases. It's definitely a good  pee Brooks.
start, and I do think it will be effective.”

In west Michigan, Kent County Prosecutor Chris
Becker says the new laws will help. “These laws are
definitely a step in the right direction. Even with all the
education in schools, and to kids in general, about the
dangers of sharing photos and videos, they still do it and
people take advantage of them.”

Prosecutors in Michigan pay close attention to how
their communities are impacted by sextortion and other
cyber crimes, and say prevention is a one of the keys to
Kent County Prosecutor protecting young people. In Midland County, Prosecutor
Chris Becker (“Sextortion,” continued on page 3)
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2025: Taking Office

Prosecutors in Michigan

began their new, four-year
terms at the start of 2025

and were sworn into

office, along with Assistant
Prosecutors, at a series of

ceremonies across

Michigan in late December

and early January.

In Midland County, PAAM’s
President, Prosecutor J. Dee Brooks,
at right, swears in Assistant
Prosecutors at the County
Courthouse.

Genesee County Prosecutor David Leyton is
sworn in by Circuit Court Judge David J.
Newblatt.

Retiring 17th Circuit Court Judge Mark
Trusock administers the oath to Assistant
Prosecutors in Kent County.

(“Taking Office,” continued on page 3)
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(“Taking Office,” continued from page 2)
Jackson County’s new Prosecutor, Kelsey
Guernsey, was joined by her predecessor,
Jerry Jarzynka, as she was sworn into
office. “I became a prosecutor because I
wanted to be able to protect my
community,” Prosecutor Guernsey says.
“Jackson is my home, it is where I am
raising my son, it is where my family lives.
[ wanted to be in a position to seek justice
for everyone in Jackson County.”

(“Sextortion,” continued from page 1)

Brooks’ office conducts programs in middle schools and high schools every year to
help educate students about criminal sexual conduct laws. “What we're trying to do
now is incorporate more on sextortion and sexting, because they're just becoming
huge. It's something that kids, without fully understanding the implications, not just
legal, but just emotional implications, are doing more and more.”

Prosecutor Becker points out that victims can be any age, however. “Unfortunately,
it's not only kids, adults are victims as well. The more we can do to hold accountable
those who engage in this sort of predatory conduct, because that is what it is, helps,
and hopefully will eventually reduce the number of people who become victims to this
because the perpetrators will realize they will be held accountable.”

The two Public Acts will take effect in early April 2025.
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Frieda, age 7, is a Golden
Retriever and is going into her
fifth year of service with the
Oakland County Prosecutor’s
Office. Frieda is a source of
support as she waits in court
with kids and is at their side
during testimony.




