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Kinship in the Community

The Huron County Prosecutor’s Office works to bring awareness
to crime victims

Crime Victims’ Rights Week is scheduled for April 6-12,
with the theme for 2025 being “Kinship: Connecting and
S AP e Healing.” Prosecutors’ offices across Michigan will be
KI N S H I P working that first week in April, and year-round, to build

awareness about the rights of crime victims through a
c NHNEEACL-Il-INNGG variety of community initiatives.

At the tip of Michigan’s Thumb, in Huron County, the

office of Prosecutor Tim Rutkowski is reaching out to

NATIONAL CRIME VICTIMS'
RIGHTS WEEK middle school and high school students by asking them to

APRIL 6-12, 2025 . o e . .
nominate individuals who have made a positive impact in

their lives. Focusing on the theme of “kinship,” Prosecutor
Rutkowski’s office is asking the students to think of

someone who has favorably influenced their teen years through their support and
encouragement.

Huron County Prosecutor’s Office Legal Secretary and Crime Victim Advocate
Amanda Fischer sent an email to teachers at Huron County schools earlier this year,
requesting nominations and explaining how the office wants to bring awareness to
area youth about what it means to be a victim of crime, and how everyone can help
support victims on their healing journey.

Prosecutor Rutkowski says the focus of of Crime Victims’ Rights Week for 2025 is
important. “The theme of Crime Victims’ Rights Week this year is ‘Kinship,’ and our
office, by asking students in middle school and high school to nominate someone who
has made a positive difference in their lives, is underscoring this idea of kinship and
the reality that anyone, whether it's a family member, a friend or a neighbor, can be a
victim of crime.”

Crime Victims’ Rights Week is marked by vigils, resource fairs, walks, runs, and
community events honoring the victims of crime and the people who support them.
(Kinship in the Community, continued on page 2)
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(Kinship in the Community, continued from

page 1)

Other prosecutors’ offices in Michigan will help
sponsor essay and art contests. Prosecutor Rutkowski
says the efforts his office is making with young people
reflect the work of a community prosecutor. “The role
of a prosecutor’s office is multi-faceted. The public may
think of our office in court, prosecuting criminals, but
that is only one part of the job. We have victim
advocates like Amanda who go and work proactively, in
the community, with our schools and local

Huron County Prosecutor
Tim Rutkowski.

organizations. All those factors are part of our work.”

Tomorrow’s Prosecutors
PAAM and prosecutors meet with law students

During the course of this academic year,
PAAM staff and staff from prosecutors’ offices

around the state have visited law schools
throughout Michigan and in neighboring

Ohio. Stops have included the Colleges of

Law at both Wayne State University and the
University of Detroit Mercy, the University of
Toledo College of Law, Cooley Law School,

and the Michigan State University College

of Law. Students have heard about the commitment prosecutors have to justice and the
victims of crime, as well as the opportunities provided through PAAM internships.
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Kent County
Assistant Prosecuting
Attorneys Gabe
Holmstrom, left, Bria
Adderley Williams,
center, and Nicole
Walker, right, attend
a career fair at the
MSU College of Law
in February.

Mason County Prosecutor Beth
Hand, left, chats with a student
at the MSU College of Law.
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“That Personal Connection Will Pay Oft”
PAAM'’s New Prosecuting Attorney School

The Prosecuting Attorneys
Association of Michigan presented a
second round of training this winter
for prosecutors newly elected in 2024.
Training sessions for the new
¥ prosecutors focused on ethics, child
advocacy, victim rights, and building
- relationships with law enforcement
| and elected officials.

Creating and maintaining
professional and community
connections need to be goals for

Ingham County Prosecutor John Dewane,
left, chats with Monroe County Prosecutor
Jeff Yorkey, right.

elected officials, according to Genesee
County Prosecutor David Leyton. “You
know, all politics is local, and I feel it’s
important to build relationships,”
Prosecutor Leyton said, “That personal

connection will pay off.”
Muskegon County Prosecutor DJ Hilson

says there is also value in newly elected

prosecutors hearing from their veteran Muskegon County Prosecutor DJ
Counterparts. “One of the biggest benefits, Hilson talks to new prosecutoy‘s about
if not the most important benefit of this relationships with law enfo'rceqnent_

association and the things that we

do, is that we get this opportunity to network with everybody,” Hilson said.

In just the last year, prosecutors in Michigan have dealt with staffing shortages and

have mobilized to oppose some legislation under consideration by the Legislature.

“We're all facing the same issues, maybe on different scales, but all the same issues. So,

whether you're a small, medium or large-county prosecutor, talking with your

colleagues on a one-to-one basis really helps you navigate the issues that youre

facing, because more likely than not, we've faced it once or twice before in the past.”
PAAM also conducted several training sessions for new prosecutors in December.

More than 20 new county prosecutors took office in Michigan at the start of 2025.



