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Back to Basic
“You’re doing the right thing; you’re helping the community;
you’re helping victims; and you’re helping people.”

     Several dozen new assistant
prosecuting attorneys (APAs) gathered in
Lansing in June for PAAM’s APA Annual
Basic Training. Topics included direct
examination and cross examination, with
an additional focus on charging and plea
negotiations. The directors of PAAM’s
training units led sessions on traffic
safety, domestic violence, juvenile
delinquency, and child abuse, as well as a
presentation on working with victims and
their families. 
     PAAM’s President-elect, Kent County
Prosecutor Chris Becker, focused on
direct examination in his talk and said  

Kent County Prosecutor Chris Becker, right,
chats with a Basic Training attendee after
his discussion on direct examination.

the end goal is to serve crime victims and their families.
“We owe it to the victims to give them the best
representation. Whether it be first degree murder, or
whether it’s an APA 1 that’s doing a trespassing case, it’s
important for those victims, and they’ve got to be properly
trained.”  Prosecutor Becker also offered advice on the
importance of preparation. “I’m just giving them an idea of
how important this job is and the power that they have.
Even though they may be APA 1s and just starting out their
career, the decisions they make have a big impact. You want
to have that conveyed to them, and have them 
properly trained, so when they take a case to trial, they know what they’re doing.” 
Back to Basic, continued on page 3
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     Berrien County Prosecutor Amy Byrd, the assistant prosecutors, and the staff
in her office are committed to serving their community. That service takes place
in the county courthouse in St. Joseph, but also as they volunteer along Lake
Michigan on the town’s Silver Beach, help out in the yards of their neighbors,
support Special Olympics, and contribute to local non-profits. “At the core,”
Prosecutor Byrd says, “the profession we’re in is one of service.” 

In Berrien County, prosecutors “rake a difference.” 

Berrien County Prosecutor
Amy Byrd

Prosecutor Byrd believes the
volunteer work her office puts
in has an impact.  “There is a
benefit to our community and
our office. Studies show that
communities that have that kind
of investment, communities that
take care of their landscapes,
their infrastructure, things like
that, have lower crime rates. By 

going out into the community, we’re contributing to a more beautiful Berrien County
and allowing residents to see that there’s pride here.”
     In May, Prosecutor Byrd and members of her staff
spent part of an afternoon picking up trash along
Silver Beach, near St. Joseph’s iconic pier and
lighthouse. Other office volunteer activities during the
year include the Special Olympics Polar Plunge in the
winter, Rake a Difference in the fall, which sees staff
members raking leaves for neighbors, mostly seniors,
who need some help with yard work and clean up.
Prosecutor Byrd says her office is already considering
some summer volunteer options. “Maybe working at
our local soup kitchen,” she says, “or working at the
‘Pack-a-Backpack’ campaign like our Boys and Girl’s
Club does. There’s lot of opportunity for us to engage.”
     Prosecutor Byrd says the office volunteer efforts
she leads are valuable. “We’re getting out into the
community and having interactions with community members so that they can see
people from our office, and not necessarily in the courtroom. We’re here in the
community, we’re vested, and we’re working together with the public. I think that
builds some trust and some bridges to connection. We’ve also got a lot of new
attorneys here and we want to give them the opportunity to vest here if they’re not
from here. It provides some ownership, some stake in our community.”

Committed to Community 
 “The profession we’re in is one of service.”
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Back to Basic, continued from page 1  

Ottawa County Prosecutor Sarah
Matwieczyk talked with the new APAs
about direct examination and the
important role a prosecutor plays in
their community.

     Ottawa County Prosecutor Sarah
Matwieczyk served as an APA for two
decades before taking office as her county’s
elected prosecuting attorney at the start of
2025.  She encouraged Basic attendees to
take advantage of PAAM trainings and to
network with other prosecutors around
Michigan.  “I’ve been to every PAAM training
that was ever offered to me, and this group
of people is passionate about what they do.
The people you’re going to see here, who will
speak to you and teach you a little bit about
the work of being a prosecutor, really love
this job. It can sometimes be the most 
thankless job that you can ever have, but as long as you’re doing the right thing, you’re
helping the community, you’re helping victims, and you’re helping people. I think it’s
the best job in the world.”
     Prosecutor Matwieczyk also reminded her audience of the rewards of a life in public
service.  “If you are doing your job correctly,” she said, “there should never be a time
where you go to sleep without realizing ‘I did the right thing.’”

Play Ball!
     In Clinton County, Prosecutor Tony Spagnuolo, left photo, Chief Assistant
Prosecuting Attorney Debra Martinez, middle photo, and Assistant Prosecuting
Attorney Ryan Madar, right photo,  are supporting the Miracle League of Mid
Michigan for the second year in a row this summer, pairing with athletes and
helping them on and off the baseball field.


