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Clinton County Prosecutor
Tony Spagnuolo and PAAM
intern Elizabeth Byrd.

“We’ve had great success with every PAAM intern we’ve had.”  
The Value of Experience

     Dozens of students entering their third year of law
school are spending the summer of 2025 as PAAM
interns in prosecutors’ offices across Michigan. In
three mid-Michigan offices, PAAM interns, to a
person, talk about the value they place on the hands-
on experience they are gaining. Prosecutors,
meanwhile, say they welcome the opportunity to
mentor a new generation of professionals, while
adding the interns provide significant help at a time
when many offices are short-staffed. 
      A native of Zionsville, Indiana and a graduate of
Purdue University with a degree in neurobiology,
Elizabeth Byrd is interning this summer in St. Johns in
the office of Clinton County Prosecutor Tony
Spagnuolo. A third-year student at the Michigan State
University College of Law, Elizabeth says she hopes

to work as an assistant
prosecutor in southeast
Michigan. “I have always
been interested in criminal
law. It’s the law I think is the
most interesting to read
about. There are so many
different areas just in
prosecution that you can do.
I think ensuring that justice
is done, and speaking for
people who cannot speak for
themselves is something that

PAAM intern Elizabeth Byrd at the Clinton County
courthouse in St. Johns.

(The Value of Experience, continued on page 3)
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The Dog Days of Summer
PAAM celebrates some of Michigan’s canine advocates
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(The Value of Experience, continued from page 1) 

Eaton County Prosecutor Doug Lloyd, left,
and PAAM intern Miguel Aguirre, right. 

philosophy of the office, they’re just as
good as any first year attorney.”
Prosecutor Lloyd adds that his staff
welcomes the opportunity to work with
PAAM interns. “I think all attorneys want
to mentor the younger generation. My
attorneys who have been here have been
here a while, and they like being
prosecutors. To see young people who
want to be prosecutors is great.”
     The PAAM intern in Eaton County is
Miguel Aguirre, who attends the MSU
College of Law. Miguel comes to mid-
Michigan from Texas, where he worked a 

combined eight years as a medical examiner investigator in Houston and El Paso. “I
think this is a great opportunity,” he says. “I think everyone should do something where
they can get some practical experience in the courtroom. I feel more comfortable now.
I wouldn’t feel nervous to be on my own in a trial in a courtroom and doing it on my
own, versus graduating from law school and then getting thrown in with very little
experience.” Miguel adds that he has had the opportunity to do preliminary exams and
to conduct direct examinations. “It’s super helpful getting practice and then consulting
with a supervising attorney.” 
      Down the street from the state Capitol, in the office of Ingham County Prosecutor
John Dewane, the two PAAM interns come to their internships with backgrounds in
health care. Laura Thompson is a Florida native attending the MSU College of Law,
with experience in the mental health field. Andrea Fodchuk is a Cooley Law School
student who worked as a respiratory therapist in Owosso. Both Laura and Andrea say
their familiarity with health care will add depth to their work as prosecutors. “You get
to do the best for everyone,” Laura says. “You can help the victims in the case, but you
can also help defendants if they need treatment for mental health or substance abuse.
In defense, you’re tied to a client, but in prosecution, you find something that works
for everyone involved.” Andrea agrees. “I have a leg up on medical cases,” she says. “I
know the terminology.” 

has drawn me to this area.”
     Clinton County Prosecutor Tony Spagnuolo says bringing a PAAM intern to the
office for the summer is always a goal. “In our office, it’s been very valuable. When
we’re short-staffed, they’ve helped out tremendously. We’ve had great success with
every PAAM intern we’ve had.” Spagnuolo adds that he is hoping to hire his 2024 PAAM
intern as an assistant prosecuting attorney once she has taken the bar.
     In Eaton County, Prosecutor Doug Lloyd says he is committed to giving PAAM
interns hands-on experience. “We’re going to take you from zero to the point where
we can leave you in the district courtroom by yourself. Once they understand the 
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     Ingham County Prosecutor John Dewane says PAAM interns can take their
experience into a professional setting. “It’s completely hands-on. Immediately they’re
in court and immediately they’re in front of a judge. They’re immediately talking to
victims, witnesses, defense attorneys. This is something you don’t just learn at a trial
workshop at law school. It’s not something that you’re probably going to learn at a
private law firm. We don’t put them behind a desk doing research and writing, or
doing filings or motion work.  The goal is to get them into a courtroom.  Get them in

PAAM interns Laura Thompson, left, and Andrea
Fodchuk, center, chat with Ingham County Prosecutor
John Dewane. 

front of a judge and get them
the experience they need if
they want to become a
prosecutor. It’s a great
relationship between us and
PAAM and having these
interns,” Prosecutor Dewane
concludes, “because it helps
me out as well. I hear nothing
but great things.”

PAAM interns Laura Thompson, center,
and Andrea Fodchuk, right, meet with
Ingham County Assistant Prosecuting
Attorney Haley Fortuna Gil, left. 

     Both Laura and Andrea say they are
benefiting from the practical, hands-on work
a PAAM internship provides.  “It’s useful,”
Laura says, “putting the things that we’re
learning in our classes into practice and to
see some of the differences between what
you’re taught in the textbook and how it
works out in real life.”  Andrea says she is
gaining practical experience ahead of her
third-year classes.  “I’ve never done trial
work before.  I’ve never even taken trial
skills. I’ll be taking it this fall. It was like being
thrown into the water.”  Andrea adds that she
profits from the feedback she receives.


