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places where you have not gone before,” Becker said. “We have a tradition of public
service in this organization. But, as we approach the end of our first century, we
face many challenges that I think mandate we redouble our efforts in our
communities to foster understanding of, and support for, what we do.”
     The Kent County Prosecutor’s Office has a long record of community
involvement, including participation in trunk-or-treat events, back-to-school
backpack giveaways, and volunteering with the Kids’ Food Basket, a Grand Rapids
non-profit that provides food and bagged lunches to local underprivileged kids.
     Becker also noted that many prosecutor offices across Michigan are
understaffed and underfunded and require more resources and better technology.
He says a goal in the year ahead is making sure prosecutors are automatically
included when calls go out for more funding for law enforcement. 
    “We need to interact,” Prosecutor Becker concluded, “we need to be involved, we
need to meet the public where they are and not where they necessarily expect us.”

A Season of Engagement

Kent County Prosecutor Chris Becker, left,
PAAM’s president for 2025-26, chats with
the organization’s president for 2024-
2025, Midland County Prosecutor J. Dee
Brooks.

     Kent County Prosecutor Chris Becker
took office as PAAM’s president in late
August and will serve in the position
through August 2026. Becker was
elected Kent County Prosecutor in
November 2016, continuing a tenure that
began as an assistant prosecuting
attorney following graduation from the
Valparaiso University School of Law in
1995. Prosecutor Becker has a Bachelor
of Arts in International Relations from
Michigan State University. 
     Speaking to fellow prosecutors at
PAAM’s Annual Conference on August 23,
Becker called for a season of
engagement. “Engage with your
community, engage with the public
outside of the courthouse, engage in 
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 Engaged in the
Community

Prosecutors participate in 2025 National Night Out
In Roscommon County, Prosecutor
Mike Edwards (second front left, in
red shirt), was joined by Assistant
Prosecuting Attorney David Christy
(left), Felony Clerk Nichole Evilsizer
(center), Child Support Specialist
Tammy Ellis (second from right), and
Victim Advocate Candice LaBar
(right).  The team handed out mini
notebooks with the Roscommon
County Prosecutor’s Office logo on
them, along with pencils, pencil
sharpers, and candy.   

In Kent County, Prosecutor Chris Becker
(right in picture below) and the staff
from his office attended four different
National Night Out events across the
county, complete with games, giveaways,
and community conversation.



Prosecutor Update, September 2025, page 3

In Washtenaw
County,
Prosecutor’s Office
manager Kari Door
helps coordinate
the county-wide
Stuff the Bus event.

Back to School

     Genesee County Prosecutor David Leyton
was honored with the William F. Delhey
Award by the Prosecuting Attorneys
Association of Michigan at their 98th annual
conference in late August.
     The Delhey Award is the highest honor
that can be given to a prosecution official for
his or her significant contributions to the
profession of prosecution and service to the
people of Michigan. The award recognizes
integrity, length of service as a prosecutor,
dedication to the profession of prosecution,
being a resource for other prosecutors, and
service on behalf of the Prosecuting
Attorneys Association of Michigan. William F.
Delhey served as the Washtenaw County
Prosecutor for 29 years and died in 2000. 
     Prosecutor David Leyton was first elected
Genesee County Prosecutor in 2004. He is
now serving his 6th consecutive term,
making him the longest serving Prosecutor in
Genesee County history. 
     

Genesee County’s David Leyton recognized with William F.
Delhey Award for contributions to prosecution

Genesee County Prosecutor David
Leyton, left,  accepts the William F.
Delhey Award for his contribution to
the field of prosecution in Michigan
from PAAM’s president, Kent County
Prosecutor Chris Becker. 


