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Sate Firearm Storage

“People are taking responsibility for their guns and safely
storing them. So, to me, that’s the win.”

Nine counties around Michigan are
utilizing a $396,000 grant to promote
awareness of Michigan’s 2024 firearm
safe storage law. The law requires gun
owners to keep unattended guns either
secured with a locking device or
unloaded if a child is likely to be
present. Prosecutors in nine counties
are engaging their communities in
public discussions, hosting townhalls,
posting through social media, and
broadcasting public service
announcements. The grant is provided
conference on safe firearms storage. through the U.S. Department of Justice

Byrne State Crisis Intervention Program, funded through the Michigan State Police and
disbursed by the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan.

Ingham County Prosecutor John Dewane is using grant dollars for public service
announcements airing on local radio and television. “I don’t think parents or gun
owners want to be irresponsible,” Prosecutor Dewane says, “But sometimes, life gets
busy, and sometimes you get home, and you put your gun on your counter, and all of a
sudden you forgot about it and your child has access to it. I don't think, typically, that
this is an intentional crime, it's an unintentional crime. We have to bring awareness to
our public about safe storage laws”

(Safe Firearm Storage, continued on page 3)

Ingham County Prosecutor John Dewane,
center, speaks at a September press
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County Engagement:
PAAM Forensic Interview Training

Grand Traverse County Prosecutor Noelle
Moeggenberg addresses the CATS training.

Grand Traverse County
prosecutor Noelle Moeggenberg,
opened the session with a
discussion on county expectations
for interviewing and the
importance of an immediate
interview for children that observe
domestic violence. She also
highlighted the members and roles
of the local multidisciplinary team.

The training team consisted of
four experts in Michigan forensic
interviewing from Child Protective
Services and law enforcement. The
event was coordinated and funded
by the Traverse City Post of the
Michigan State Police and was one
of a number of trainings PAAM’s
CATS unit conducts around
Michigan during the course of the
year.

Trainers included, from left, Jennifer Wheeler,

PAAM’s Child Abuse Training
Services Unit (CATS) was in Traverse
City in September to provide
forensic interviewing training to
local law enforcement responsible
for investigating child abuse cases.

Twenty-two law enforcement
officers, representing the Michigan
State Police, sheriffs’ departments
from Grand Traverse, Missaukee,
Antrim, and Wexford counties, and
the Traverse City Police Department,
were in attendance.
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forensic interviewing expert and CEO of the
Michigan Training Center on Abuse and Trauma
of Children; PAAM’s Julie Knop; CPS Supervisor
Ashley Wheeler; and retired law enforcement
officer and CPS forensic interviewer Johnnie

Daniels.
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(Safe Firearm Storage, continued from page 1)

In Macomb County, Prosecutor Peter
Lucido conducted a telephone town hall on
September 11 that was joined by almost
19,000 county residents who heard a
message about safe storage and the
availability of gun locks. “It’s your choice, but
it's their safety,” Lucido told his audience.
“We are on a campaign this month talking
about what we can do to save the lives of
children” Prosecutor Lucido noted that
September was also Suicide Prevention
Awareness Month and that more than half of
all suicides, both in Michigan and nationally,
involve a firearm.

Shoppers at the Midland Area Farmers Market recognize Midland County Prosecutor
J. Dee Brooks as a regular. Prosecutor Brooks and his office have had a booth at the

Macomb County Prosecutor Peter Lucido,
left, talks with suicide prevention
advocate Dennis Liegghio, right, of Know
Resolve, during his safe storage telephone
townhall.

market three times during the
summer of 2025, and, on
September 13, were on hand to s e T
engage with the community on  jfj g3 SAFE STORAGE
Michigan’s safe gun storage law. | 48 SAVES) LIVES

“Our main focus has been to r e et
educate the community of the e Je ot lpsh e o This con '
requirements of the new law,
and more importantly, the
reasons behind it,” Prosecutor
Brooks says. “Our theme is safe
storage saves lives. There have
been far too many instances of
small children being critically injured because they found and played with an
unsecured and loaded firearm. We just want to do all we can to prevent such
tragedies.” Prosecutor Brooks adds that his office also plans to do some billboard and
radio ads on safe firearm storage during the fall.

Back in Ingham County, Prosecutor Dewane says awareness of the new law is the
goal. “We won't know what the outcome is, but, to me, if we have a low number of
people we have charged, then, hopefully, the law is working, and that people are taking
responsibility for their guns and safely storing them. So, to me, that’s the win”

Midland County Prosecutor J. Dee Brooks was at the
Midland Area Farmers Market three times over the
summer to engage with community members.
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PAAM 2025

The PAAM Elder Justice
Conference was held in Spring
Lake in late September with a
focus on keeping older adults free
from abuse, neglect, and financial
exploitation. Scott Teter (below),
from the Attorney General’s Office,
provided an update on the work of
the Michigan Elder Abuse Task
Force.

Conferences

PAAM’s 2025 Victim Advocate Annual Conference
was held in early September, with a highlight being
the presentation of PAAM’s first Victim Advocate of
the Year Award to Jackson County Lead Victim
Advocate Kristy Conley (at left, in photo at left, with
Jackson County Victim Advocate Kristen Onofri,
right). Attendees also heard from Danielle Hagaman-
Clark, Criminal Bureau Chief, and Rebekah Snyder
Cox, Manager and Victim Advocate with the Michigan
Department of Attorney General (lower left photo) and
St. Clair County Lead Victim Advocate Cortney Carl
and support canine Carbon on the role of canine
advocates (lower right photo).
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Considerations

Muskegon County prosecutor D.J. Hilson (left),
and Ottawa County Prosecutor Sarah
Matwiejczyk (second from left), led a panel
discussion on multidisciplinary teams consisting
of (from left) Ryan Porter, from
Jackson/Hillsdale /Lenawee Counties; Carrie
McCormick and Jennifer Perrin, from St. Clair
County; Emily Shankie and Shelia Cote from
Macomb County; and Kris Vanderselt and Chris
Burnaw, from Muskegon and Ottawa Counties.



