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January 2026: Human Trafficking Prevention Month
“Absolutely, there’s more awareness.”

As Michigan and the rest of the United
States mark Human Trafficking
Prevention Month in January, a
prosecutor who sits on the Michigan e HUMAN TRAFFICKING
Human Trafficking Commission says § PREVENTION MONTH
there is growing recognition in the state " JANUARY
about the extent of human trafficking 1 i
and the need for Michigan’s laws to keep up. Jeff Getting, who was elected as the
Kalamazoo County Prosecutor in 2012 and is now serving his third term, says he is
encouraged to see community groups taking robust leadership roles in helping
survivors. He adds that the two political parties are finding common ground for
working together to combat trafficking and to fight for victims.

“Absolutely there’s more awareness,” of human trafficking, Prosecutor Getting says,
“and I think that’s one of the success stories out there. Kalamazoo County and other
counties have local support groups. We have local organizations
like the YWCA make inroads on providing services for survivors,
to help them get out of the situations they are in, to provide
them with better education and job training, housing, all those
things our survivors need to move their lives in a positive
direction.”” Getting adds that while the deliberate nature of the
legislative process can sometimes be discouraging, he notices
little partisan acrimony over human trafficking legislation. “This
is some place where Democrats and Republicans can find
common ground,” he says, “and hopefully, we'll be able to make
Kalamazoo County  changes in our laws that will help to hold offenders accountable
Prosecutor Jeff and help to better protect victims and survivors.

Getting (“Human Trafficking Prevention,” continued on page 5)
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“Proactive in Protecting Themselves”

Benzie County Prosecutor Sara Swanson talks about scams with seniors

Benzie County Prosecutor Sara Swanson met with
seniors in her community in November for a fraud
awareness workshop facilitated by Benzie Senior
Resources. Workshop participants also heard from law
enforcement and business leaders, with the goal of
giving area seniors the tools they need to protect
themselves from financial crimes.

Prosecutor Swanson says having those tools is
important because financial crimes are a reality
seniors face. “I spoke about fraud and scams that my
office has seen,” Prosecutor Swanson said, “the efforts
we are taking to prosecute when we can, and the
challenges with prosecuting these cases.” Prosecutor
Swanson says prevention is a key and that when
seniors know the signs of a scam, they can be proactive
in protecting themselves and their resources.

While she focused on prevention, Prosecutor
Swanson told her audience that even the best-
informed senior can become a victim. “I emphasized
that sometimes falling a victim to fraud or scams may be unavoidable,” Prosecutor
Swanson said, “but we shouldn't be embarrassed and should contact our financial
institutions and law enforcement right away to stop any further harm?”

“Engaging in the community, educating ‘
our neighbors and working to prevent them
from becoming victims, are important parts
of the job of a prosecutor,” Prosecutor
Swanson continued. “The fraud awareness
workshop allowed me to partner with a
community agency, Benzie Senior
Resources, along with law enforcement and
business leaders, to reach these goals. This
type of multi-disciplinary partnership is a
great way to serve our neighbors.”

Benzie County Prosecutor
Sara Swanson, at right, says
engaging in her community
is one of the most important
parts of her job.

The fraud worksop drew a large crowd
of Benzie County seniors
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Community Engagement

Prosecutors and their offices
around Michigan were active in their
communities during the holiday season
with a variety of activities to support their
neighbors. Staff at PAAM’s office in
Lansing (left) collected two carloads of
donations for an 11-year old girl and a
seven-year old boy through St. Vincent
Catholic Charities. PAAM staff also
donated additional toys and necessities for
children and families served by St. Vincent.

In Kent County, Prosecutor Chris Becker,
(right) and Mecosta County Chief Assistant
Monica Janiskee, formerly with Kent, (left),
were on hand for the Toys for Court
Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) party.
“Our Toys for CASA party is a longstanding
tradition in this office,” Prosecutor Becker
says, “and a way for us to try and help out
kids in the system who are really facing a
tough time. There are over 600 kids in the
Kent County child welfare system at any
given moment; so providing some help to
CASA is a nice way for the office to
contribute to the community outside of
what is normally thought about how a
prosecutor’s office operates.”

(Community Engagement, continued
on page 4).
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Community Engagement, continued from page 3 7

Livingston County Prosecutor’s
Office staff and family members
participated in the local Shop with a
Cop event in December. From right to
left are Dominic Hanson; Office
Manager Renee Hanson; Warrant Clerk
Lily Marhofer; Assistant Prosecuting
Attorney Timothy Kandow; Livingston
County Prosecutor Carolyn Henry;
Charlie Henry; Assistant Prosecuting
Attorney Dana Chadee; and Assistant
Prosecuting Attorney Teddy Eisenhut.

The Kalamazoo County
Prosecutor’s Office (right), including
Prosecutor Jeff Getting (center),
Chief of Operations Shellie Stapert,
(left), and Victim Advocate
Supervisor Rhonda Baxter-Todd,
(right). partnered with several other
county offices in December to
provide support for Toys for Tots.
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(“Human Trafficking Prevention,” continued from page 1)

Prosecutor Getting points to what he calls growing energy around the issue of
human trafficking prevention and says it is generating practical results. “That energy
has led to greater enforcement opportunities where there are more situations where
human trafficking is being identified, being reported,” he says, “and even if it’s a
situation where we can’'t pursue a criminal case, because often times survivors aren't
in a place where they can provide us with the information, with the evidence that we
need in order to be able to bring a case into court, when we know what’s happening,
we can address it in different ways than court cases. Sometimes we can pursue the
cases from the other way. It's not just about holding traffickers accountable, it's about
holding those persons accountable who are engaging the services.

The value of having a prosecutor like himself on Michigan’s Human Trafficking
Commission, which began its work in 2015, is two-fold, Getting says. “Having a
prosecutor, a representative from PAAM, on the Commission allows it to keep
informed about what we're seeing locally, whether that’s in my county or in one of the
other counties across the state, because we're able to have conversations and keep
tabs on what'’s happening. I think that the information flow is also important going the
other way. It allows us to keep information moving to local prosecutors as well”

Increased recognition and awareness are also leading to more options for training
and learning, Getting says. “Educational opportunities are coming up more and more,
and it’s a snowball, right? I think we're in a good place right now, certainly better than
we were 15 years ago.” Prosecutor Getting also has some advice that he says is
pertinent in Human Trafficking Prevention Month or any time during the year. “If you
know somebody, or if you suspect there is somebody you know who is involved in a
trafficking relationship, figure out someone to tell. Don't just sit with the information.
We can intervene, or try to intervene, in a positive way.’

Human Trafficking Prevention Month I
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