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Prosecutors and staff spent October raising community
awareness about domestic violence. October has marked
Domestic Violence Awareness Month since 1987. This year
saw offices participating in vigils to honor victims and
participating in activities to direct attention to an issue
prosecutors say impacts many Michigan residents and
their families.

A number of prosecutor offices observed Wear Purple Day
on October 16 to demonstrate support for victims. Alger
County looped in its canine advocate, Gretchen, by
outfitting her with a purple collar. Victim advocates in
Huron County had shirts made to commemorate the day.

“Domestic violence touches far too many lives, and
awareness begins with compassion. When we choose to
stand with survivors, we help bring light and hope where
fear once lived,” Huron County Prosecutor Tim Rutkowksi
said. “Awareness is about more than recognizing the
problem — it’s about standing shoulder to shoulder with
survivors and showing them that our community cares
deeply about their safety and their future.”

Benzie County Prosecutor Sara Swanson and her staff
turned out in purple to direct a focus on what she says is
an issue that impacts people and families across her
county. “Purple Thursday is an important opportunity to
bring awareness to domestic violence. October is
Domestic Violence Awareness Month, and we all need to
be aware that it is an issue that impacts people in all walks
of life." Purple Thursday activities reflected the 
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What You Do Matters
PAAM helps shine a light on lessons from the Holocaust

What You Do Matters National Director Todd
Larson, left, PAAM Executive Director Cheri
Bruinsma, second from left, and PAAM
Assistant Executive Director Dianna Collins,
center, listen to WYDM facilitator Heidi
Perlman at a presentation of What You Do
Matters: Lessons from the Holocaust in Ann
Arbor.

      “What You Do Matters: Lessons
from the Holocaust” was presented to
prosecutors and law enforcement
professionals in southeast Michigan
in early October. The program, which
was developed with input from the
United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum, uses historical images,
videos, artifacts, and displays selected
by museum historians to engage law
enforcement in conversations about
ethical and bias-free leadership.
PAAM provided support for the
presentations and PAAM staff
facilitated some of the discussions.
     The course description for “What
You Do Matters,” which was also
presented at PAAM’s 2023 Mid-Winter
Conference, notes that one of the
chief goals of the presentation is to
offer insight into the consequences 

of a government shifting the mission of the police from protecting individuals to
supporting the abuse of basic human rights.  Facilitators, including PAAM Executive
Director Cheri Bruinsma and Assistant Executive Director Dianna Collins, engaged
participants in a dialog about the role of law enforcement and the importance of core
values in ensuring the integrity of democracy. The opening statement of Robert
Jackson, the American Chief Prosecutor at the Nuremberg War Crimes trials,
underscores a central lesson of the course.  “The wrongs which we seek to condemn
and punish have been so calculated, so malignant, and so devastating,” Jackson said
before the International Military Tribunal on November 21, 1945,  “that civilization
cannot tolerate their being ignored, because it cannot survive their being repeated.” 
     “What You Do Matters” resulted from a 2006 visit to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum in Washington, D.C. by law enforcement leaders from Arizona and has been
presented in numerous states in the almost 20 years since. 
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In the Community:
Connections and Conversations

     Midland County Prosecutor J. Dee
Brooks and Victim Rights Director
Samantha Tasker were present at the
Midland County Senior Expo at the
Midland Mall in October. They promoted
the Safe Gun Storage Initiative and
provided information on the prevention of
elder abuse and financial exploitation.

     In early October, Kent County
Prosecutor Chris Becker and
members of his staff participated in
Faith and Blue Weekend events at
Pilgrim Rest Church in Grand
Rapids.  Faith and Blue is a national
effort to connect law enforcement
and the public through faith-based
organizations.  “A lot of great work
going on there,” Prosecutor Becker
says, “Wonderful people and we had
a great time!”

(Domestic Violence Awareness, cont. from page 1) 

Calhoun County

Cheboygan County

theme of the 2025 Domestic Violence Awareness Month,
“With survivors, always.” 
     In Alger County, Prosecutor Rob Steinhoff says his
team  dressed in purple to let survivors of domestic
violence know that they are not alone.  “Our office is very
engaged in our community, and participation in Purple
Thursday is part of that engagement. Survivors of
domestic violence deserve the support of our
communities, and Purple Thursday is one way of
expressing that solidarity during Domestic Violence
Awareness Month.” 


