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     January 2026 marked National Mentoring Month, and prosecutors in Michigan say
they see the role of being a mentor, both in their communities and their offices, as an
important part of their work as public servants.
     For prosecutors, mentorship is something that can apply to a high school student
asking to job shadow for a day, or an intern who is interested in a career in prosecution
or as a victim advocate. Mentorship can also mean going out and talking to young
people about prosecution. 
     PAAM’s president for 2025-2026, 
Kent County Prosecutor Chris Becker, 
says his office frequently has area high 
school students job shadowing for a day. 
As a teen begins to think about a 
professional path, Prosecutor Becker 
says he works to provide the young 
person with a look at the work of a 
prosecutor, from meetings to time in court.
     Becker says a recent visit by a local high 
school student was a typical job shadowing 
experience.  “I let him tag around in court a 
little bit to give him a better idea of what a
 prosecuting attorney does during the day 
and to sit through some sentencing hearings and some prelims. Then they came along
with me and sat in on some sexual assault response team meetings and another
meeting on juvenile justice. I gave them the full gauntlet of all the different things a
prosecutor does.”
(“Set an Example,” continued on page 3)
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“People who set an example of how to do things”
Prosecutors mentor in their communities

Kent County Prosecutor Chris Becker
talks to students at the Kent County
Metro High School Police Academy.



Huron County Prosecutor
Tim Rutkowski.

     At the tip of Michigan’s Thumb, Huron
County Prosecutor Tim Rutkowski talks
about mentorship as a cornerstone of his
work as a community prosecutor. Mentorship,
Rutkowski says, could mean talking to high
school students in their classroom about
sextortion or having them job shadow at the
Prosecutor’s Office. He adds mentoring can
also mean guiding a new assistant prosecutor 
or setting a young person on a new path. 
      “It’s nice to see young people,” Rutkowski says,
“whether they become attorneys in property
law, defense attorneys, or prosecutors, become
people who give back to their community,
because I think that’s what it’s really all about.”
Rutkowski’s office works with the Huron
County Technical Center’s Law and Safety 
Program to give high school students an up-close
look at public service. Students job shadow the staff at the Huron County Prosecutor’s
Office for one day a week, and Prosecutor Rutkowski says the high schoolers ask
questions and engage in the law as a possible career path. Being able to serve their
home community is a message Rutkowski emphasizes to the young people he mentors.
“I talk about why they might want to become a lawyer, and, if they’re interested,
prosecution, because you can come back to your own community, you can do things in
your community, the community you grew up in. That’s a draw for many people.”
     “Mentoring is not just about students becoming prosecutors,” Rutkowski continues,
“it’s more about showing them the ethical way to do things.” Community mentoring
takes a number of forms and has a variety of goals in Huron County, ranging from
providing career advice, to giving students the tools they need to protect themselves
online, to keeping young adults out of the system. “We can make some headway with
prevention, in working with those younger people, whether it’s through the schools, or
engaging them in some of the programming about how government works, about drug
trends or about sexting. We can make sure that they understand that, when these
things happen, there can be consequences from it.”
(“The Ethical Way to Do Things,” continued on page 3)
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“Showing Them the Ethical Way to Do Things”
Prosecutor Rutkowski Mentors in Huron County
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(“Set an Example,” continued from page 1)
     Prosecutor Becker says he also goes out into the community to talk to young people
about prosecution and says Kent County’s Metro High School Police Academy is a
regular stop. “In Kent County it’s a summer program, almost a summer camp. There’s
20 to 30 high school students and they go through a police academy, and they do
things like ride alongs and do community service. We go in there and try to inform
them of the law, teach them the law.” 
     Becker remembers the example set by his high school swim coach. “A swim coach is
not a prosecutor, but I think many of those things transfer over in terms of hard work
and dedication.  You’re not doing it for the glory when you’re doing 5:30 practices in
the morning in January, but it does set the tone for how you’re doing things. I’m up at
5:30 in the morning doing things for a trial, and that’s kind of a carryover of how I was
taught to do things by my high school swim coach, Jock Ambrose. It’s something that’s
ingrained into me. So, it’s important to have those adults who set the tone for kids on
how life works.” 
     In Kent County, Prosecutor Chris Becker is helping to set that tone. 

 (“The Ethical Way to Do Things,” continued from page 2)
     During his time in the Thumb, both as an assistant
prosecuting attorney in Tuscola County, and as the elected
Huron County Prosecutor, Rutkowski has also mentored other
prosecutors. He notes that mentorship is not just teaching
people court rules, but also providing guidance about dealing
with people and interacting with other attorneys. He says
prosecutors need to be problem solvers.  “We may have to
come up with all sorts of circumstances we have to address,
but we are looking to solve that problem. It’s not always about 

charging and convicting someone, it’s about trying to change behavior, and that can
take many different shapes and forms.”
     Prosecutor Rutkowski concludes by saying that mentoring allows him to work with
someone who may very well follow in his footsteps. “We have a student from one of the
high schools on the west side of the county and he was interested in what prosecutors
do, so we had him come in and job shadow us for a couple of days. I talked to his
grandfather last summer, and he said ‘My grandson is really stoked about becoming a
prosecutor. Ever since he came to your office and saw what you do there, not only does
he want to go to law school, but he wants to become a prosecutor.’” As a mentor, the
Huron County Prosecutor is touching the future.


