Prosecuting Attorneys
o . Booa
Association of Michigan

Prosecutor Update

A{“)SOGIATIDN
)
March 2026 www.michiganprosecutor.com

SINCE 1928

PAAM’s 2026 Mid-Winter Conference

Almost 90 prosecutors and assistant prosecutors
attended PAAM’s 2026 Mid-Winter Conference in
northern Michigan February 11-13. When he assumed
PAAM’s presidency in August 2025, Kent County
Prosecutor Chris Becker called on his colleagues to
engage in their communities. Reflecting that theme,
Prosecutor Becker led a panel discussion on community
partnerships with Pastor Darryl Gaddy, from Pilgrim Rest
Missionary Baptist Church in Grand Rapids. The
discussion also included Muskegon County Chief Trial
Attorney Matthew Roberts and Nate Johnson of Next
Chapter Solutions.

Melissa Palepu, Attorney Specialist in Human
Trafficking and Child Abuse with the Michigan
Department of Attorney General, gave the keynote
address on the various aspects of human trafficking.
Conference attendees also heard from Pam Maas, the !F k

Pastor Darryl Gaddy,
from Pilgrim Rest
Missionary Baptist
Church in Grand Rapids,
left, with PAAM President
Chris Becker, right.

Director of PAAM’s Child Abuse Prosecution Resource :
Unit, on how prosecutor-led multi-disciplinary teams

best serve children, while the Director of PAAM’s Victim '
Service Training Unit, Bill Dailey, spoke about victim

rights. Tim Baughman, Wayne County Special Assistant
Prosecuting Attorney, discussed court topics, and I
prosecutors covered a number of timely issues during an =
evening roundtable. g

(“Mid-Winter,” continued on page 4) Melissa Palepu with the
Michigan Department of
Attorney General.



Prosecutor Update, March 2026, page 2

PAAM's Elder Justice and At-Risk Adults Project was in Grand Blanc in Genesee
County in February, presenting a one-day seminar called "Investigation and Prosecution
of Vulnerable Adult Exploitation.” The session provided prosecutors, law enforcement,
and Adult Protective Services workers with training on vulnerable adult financial
exploitation, from the first contact with the complaining witness through the collection
of evidence, to charging, trial, and sentencing.

PAAM's Child Abuse Training
Services Unit was in Leelanau County
to present to local law enforcement, as
well as court service providers from
the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa
and Chippewa Indians, the Michigan
Department of Health and Human
Services, and Traverse Bay
Children’s Advocacy. Pictured from
left to right are Michigan Training
Center on Abuse and Trauma of
Children CEO Jennifer Wheeler,
PAAM's Julie Knop, Leelanau County
Probate Court Judge Steve Paciorka, Leelanau County Prosecutor Joseph Hubbell, Ingham
County Assistant Prosecutor Steve Kwasnik, and Leelanau County Assistant Prosecutor
Lauren Kreinbrink.
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Go Red for Women:

Prosecutors Raise Awareness of Cardiovascular Health

Friday, February 6, 2026, was Go Red
for Women Day. Wayne County
Prosecutor Kym Worthy, seated, in the
photo above, and Benzie County
Prosecutor Sara Swanson, center, in
the photo at left, and their staffs
demonstrated support for women’s
cardiovascular health by wearing red.

In the office of St. Clair County
Prosecutor Mike Wendling, staff wore

orange on February 10 in recognition of t
National Teen Dating Violence -
Awareness Month.
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Recruitment on Campus

PAAM and prosecutors from around ——

TRIAL ATTORNEYS

Michigan visit law schools throughout the
academic year to talk to students about
public service and a career in
prosecution, as well as the benefits of a
PAAM internship. Mason County
Prosecutor Beth Hand, at right, was at the
Michigan State University College of Law
Annual Recruitment Fair in early
February.

(“Mid-Winter,” continued from page 1)

More than 2300 years of cumulative public
service were recognized at PAAM’s Awards
Banquet on the final night of the conference,
with individuals marking anniversaries in
multiples of five being acknowledged. Thirty-
year service award recipients included
PAAM'’s current President, Kent County
Prosecutor Chris Becker, as well as two of
PAAM’s past presidents, Eaton County
Prosecutor Doug Lloyd and St. Clair County
Prosecutor Mike Wendling. Jon Wojtala,
Chief of Research, Training, and Appeals for
the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office was
honored with the Patricia Boyle Award for
Appellate Advocacy.

Wayne County Prosecutor Kym
Worthy, right, accepted the Boyle
Award for Appellate Advocacy on
behalf of recipient Jon Wojtala from
Chris Becker, left, Kent County
Prosecutor and PAAM’s President.
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