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April is Child Abuse Prevention Month

April marks National Child Abuse
Prevention Month, and prosecutors and
victim advocates around Michigan will
continue the tradition of planting an
early spring garden in their communities
with the month’s symbol, the blue
pinwheel.

Prosecutors say that while Child
Abuse Prevention Month is an annual
event, it spotlights the work their offices
and support staff do year-round to

protect children and create safer
environments for their futures.

Safeguarding Michigan’s kids is a priority
for prosecutors. “The prevention,
enforcement, and prosecution of child abuse
are paramount concerns of our office,” said
Ingham County Prosecutor John Dewane as
he and staff members planted a pinwheel
garden in April 2025, “and in my work as your
Prosecutor”

In Michigan’s Thumb, Huron County
Prosecutor Tim Rutkowski says raising
awareness about child abuse means
(“Blue Pinwheels,” continued on page 4)




Prosecutor Update, April 2026, page 2

A Window on Public Service
“A prosecutor’s real role is to provide justice.”

Genesee County Prosecutor David Leyton chats with members of the
Genesee County Youth Commission.

When the Genesee County Youth Commission goes to Flint to see public service in
action, Prosecutor David Leyton is front and center. The Youth Commission is a joint
endeavor between the Michigan State University Extension 4-H Youth Development
Program and the Genesee County Board of Commissioners and is comprised of one
young person from each of Genesee’s nine county commission districts. Youth
Commissioners observe county operations during the first six months of every year,
then make a recommendation to the County Commission for a project each June. The
2025 recommendation focused on improving Genesee County’s environmental health.

Prosecutor Leyton was first elected in 2004 and says the theme of public service
resonates with the young people he meets on the Youth Commission. “Kids really like
hearing about that, about how important it is to give back, how important it is to be
part of the fabric of the community, and provide justice, so that folks can live a good
and decent life” The Youth Commissioners see public service up close and meet with
elected county officials and judges from the 7th Circuit Court.

Prosecutor Leyton says he also values the opportunity to explain and define the role
(“A Window on Public Service,” continued on page 3)
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(“A Window on Public Service,” continued from page 2)

of a prosecutor. “You know, I enjoy meeting with the young people because you get a
chance to talk to them about what prosecutors really do, and that is to seek justice. So
many young people think were down there just to convict, just to send somebody to
prison.” Prosecutor Leyton continues that his meeting with the Youth Commission has
become an annual event that now includes a PowerPoint presentation and produces
meaningful discussions.

Providing a window on public service, Prosecutor Leyton says, and giving young
people a perspective on the role of a prosecutor they might not have heard before, are
rewarding to him personally. “When they hear that the real first line of defense is the
prosecutor, and they hear that the prosecutor’s real goal is to provide justice, they get
their eyes open and you get this sense of accomplishment from them.”

PAAM’s APA Basic Training
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Assistant prosecuting attorneys spent a
week in PAAM training in late February that
included sessions on mock trials and jury
selection. Attendees also heard from
Ottawa County Prosecutor Sarah
Matwiejczyk, left, on cross examination and
from PAAM President Chris Becker, above,
the Kent County Prosecutor, on direct
examination.



Prosecutor Update, April 2026, page 4

(“Blue Pinwheels,” continued from page 1)
engaging with neighbors and local organizations. “Child Abuse Prevention Month is an
important reminder that protecting children is not the responsibility of any single
agency; it is a shared obligation across our entire community,” Prosecutor Rutkowski
says. “By bringing attention to this issue, we encourage awareness, early intervention,
and support for families before crises occur. Every child deserves to grow up in a safe
and stable environment, and it takes all of us, parents, educators, neighbors, and
community partners, working together to make that a reality”

In addition to planting blue pinwheel gardens, many offices will mark the month by
wearing blue on April 10 as part of Go Blue Day, to raise awareness about child abuse
prevention.

PAAM’s Forensic Interview Training
Helping Kids in northeast lower Michigan

Law enforcement personnel from Alpena County attended forensic interview
training provided by PAAM’s Child Abuse Training Services Unit in March. The three-
day training focused on interviewing children in a developmentally sensitive manner,
followed by mock interviews.

The office of Alpena County Prosecutor Cynthia Muszynski worked with the Child’s
Advocacy Center of Northeast Michigan to facilitate the event. Prosecutor Muszynski
said she wanted to “thank our partners at the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of
Michigan and our local partner who made it possible to bring this level of education to
our local law enforcement officers. This training will make the way for more successful
prosecutions and ultimately a safer community.

Prosecutor Muszynski noted that holding the training in Alpena was beneficial for

local area law enforcement agencies
that find it difficult to spare an officer
for an overnight training because of
the expense and the burden of having
someone away for more than a day,
adding that there is a need to train
more individuals in the forensic
interviewing process.
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