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Michigan’s 37" Crime Victims’ Rights Vigil

Michigan’s 2026 Crime
Victims’ Rights Vigil was
held at the Michigan History
Center on April 22, with the
focus reflecting the theme
of this year’s Crime Victims’
Rights Week: Listen, Act,
Advocate. Prosecutors from
several Michigan counties
attended, as did a number of
crime victims. Concerns
were voiced, resources were
shared, and personal

LISTEN.

ADVOCATE.| ¢
.

accounts of survival were Prosecutors attending Wednesday's Vigil included, from
heard by an attentive left, Jeff Yorkey, Monroe County; John Dewane, Ingham
audience. County; Mark Toaz, Gladwin County; Jeff Getting,

Kent County Prosecutor Kalamazoo County; Chris Becker, Kent County; Tony
Chris Becker, PAAM’s Spagnuolo, Clinton County; Doug Lloyd, Eaton County;

and Vic Fitz, Cass County.

President for 2025-26, said “If you are a victim or
survivor, you came here tonight because you found
youself in a situation you did not ask to be in. You
deserve the support and the engagement of our
communities and have earned the respect of everyone
here and your neighbors back at home. For you, and
with you, we listen, we listen, we act and we advocate.”
Vigil keynote speaker Tony Tendero, who oversees
(“Crime Victims’ Rights Vigil”, continued on page 2)
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Teal R’Lbbons for Awareness

The Cheboygan County
Prosecutor’s Office partnered
with the Cheboygan County
Sheriff’'s Department to mark
Sexual Assault Awareness Month
in April by placing teal ribbons
on patrol vehicles and the
agency’s four-wheeler. The
Prosecutor’s Office reports the
response was so positive that
they ran out of ribbons and will

purchase even more in 2027. Cheboygan County Prosecutor Melissa Goodrich, far
Other 2027 plans include left, and Chief Assistant Prosecutor Anthony Juillet,
involving additional local law in blue shirt at center, join Cheboygan County
enforcement agencies and the Sheriff's Department staff alongside vehicles

goal of placing a ribbon on every  peqring teal ribbons for sexual assault awareness.
patrol car in Cheboygan County.

(“Crime Victims’ Rights Vigil”, continued from page 1)

prevention and education programming at Safe Haven Ministries in Grand Rapids, talked
about how survivors need a commitment from their community. “When we listen,’
Tendero said, “and when we act, and when we advocate, we're living out our
commitment to walk along31de the victims of crime. We are helping victims seek justice
and begin their healing journey. Truth is,
we can do no better. My question for you
(. and your communities is ‘What's your
e /\; ; commitment when it comes to listening?”
Ll / - The evening concluded with a

ADVOCATE. _!!3.’ ' | candlelight vigil and thoughts being shared
] __~ by victims and families. “Our mission isn't
just the work of one vigil or one week,’

, s _ 7 Prosecutor Becker said. “We need to listen
Kalamazoo County Prosecutor Jeff and act and advocate every single day”
Getting, left, chats with PAAM’s President,

Kent County Prosecutor Chris Becker,

right.
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60 BLVE DAY
FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 2026.

Friday, April 10, was Go Blue Day, a time to raise awareness during Child Abuse
Prevention Month. Prosecutors and staff members all over Michigan wore blue to
show their support.
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National Child Abuse Prevention Month

N:mv@-n% Child Abuse
Prevention Month




	Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan
	Prosecutor Update
	May 2026                                     www.michiganprosecutor.com
	Michigan’s 37th Crime Victims’ Rights Vigil
	Prosecutor Update, May 2026, page 2

	Teal Ribbons for Awareness
	Prosecutor Update, May 2026, page 3
	Go Blue Day Friday, April 10, 2026.

	Berrien County
	Cheboygan County
	Alpena County
	Kent County
	Prosecutor Update, May 2026, page 4

	National Child Abuse Prevention Month                          Blue pinwheel gardens

