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Dog Days of Summer:  Michigan’s Canine
Advocates Help Kids and Communities

Eaton County’s Strider spent time
in the community during Crime
Victims’ Rights Week in April.

Berrien County’s Zoey is marking
her fourth birthday by helping area
shelter pets.

     For more than a decade, highly-trained canine
advocates have been sitting next to numerous
children testifying in Michigan courtrooms. A
fixture in the offices of a number of Michigan
prosecutors, canine advocates have had their
roles expand and now also assist vulnerable
adults and individuals up through the age of 17.
Many prosecutors say that canine advocates
serve a valuable function, not just in court, but in
their communities as well.
     Strider, for example, is a six-year old Lab mix
who has been advocating for the people of Eaton
County since 2022. During Crime Victims’ Rights
Week in April, Strider and the team from the
Victims Unit in the Eaton County Prosecutor’s
Office went to a local bookstore for an evening
devoted to survivors and victims. The event
offered light refreshments and information on
resources, as well as the company of the amiable
Strider himself, and was so popular that it will
likely be repeated in 2027.  
     During the dog days of summer, Berrien
County’s canine advocate, Zoey, is celebrating
her fourth birthday by lending her name to a
donation drive for Berrien County Animal
Control and hosting a gathering for other area
service dogs. Berrien County Prosecutor Amy
Byrd says Zoey “enjoys long walks along Lake
Michigan, showing off her toys but not letting
you have them, cuddles, and blueberries.” 
(“Dog Days,” continued on page 3)



      
based police departments, the Michigan State Police, and the Michigan Department of
Corrections for keeping Gladwin County residents safe.  The Prosecutor also
emphasizes that his partners have a team behind them. “I’m proud of our partnership,”
Prosecutor Toaz says, “and proud of each and every officer and team member that
sacrifices so much. I feel it is the least I can do to give them a nice meal and some
active encouragement. Hopefully next year we get some better weather, but I know,
rain or shine, the grill will be fired up!”

Despite typically
unpredictable spring
weather, law
enforcement, Department
of Corrections officers,
and support staff
gathered in Gladwin in
May for Prosecutor Mark
Toaz’ third annual Law
Enforcement
Appreciation Picnic.
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     Gladwin County Prosecutor Mark Toaz honors his
partners every spring with his Law Enforcement
Appreciation Picnic. Held during National Police Week,
Prosecutor Toaz says the picnic has been “a great way
to get together and swap stories, hear about what is
working or not working, and just keep our bonds
strong.”
     The 2026 edition of the picnic, the third since Mark
Toaz assumed office in Gladwin County, took place on
an evening of unpredictable Michigan spring weather,
but staff from the prosecutor’s office and law
enforcement were still able to come together to enjoy
steaks, hot dogs, hamburgers, and desserts. “I think
it’s so incredibly important to show our officers and
law enforcement staff in Gladwin County that they
matter.” 
     The message of the picnic, Prosecutor Toaz says, is
one of thanks to personnel from Gladwin County-

Gladwin County Prosecutor
Mark Toaz grills some steaks
during his annual Law
Enforcement Appreciation
Picnic.

Gladwin Picnic Brings Partners to the Table
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(“Dog Days,” continued from page 1)

     Benzie County’s canine advocate is Kody. Ironically, Kody’s
handler is Benzie County Sheriff’s Lieutenant Cody Kastl.
“Yes, they have the same-sounding name” says Benzie
County Prosecutor Sara Swanson. “When we got Kody
through the Canine Advocacy Program, we were told we
could change his name, but we all agreed to keep Cody and
Kody.” Swanson says Kody can often be found in court at the
side of young witnesses.

Benzie County’s Kody
takes a break after a
day of helping kids.

     In Hillsdale County, Jager has been 
on the job for eight of his eleven years.
When he is not helping young victims, 
Jager spends his time keeping a watchful eye on his stuffed
animals to make sure they stay out of trouble. “Jager is a
beloved member of our team,” Hillsdale County Prosecutor
Jamie Wisniewski says, “and is truly a testament to the power
of ‘man’s best friend’ and what simply their presence can do
to ease fears, calm worries, and provide comfort.”
      Over on Lake Michigan, one of the state’s newest canine
advocates is already making a name for herself.  Grace
started working at the Muskegon County Prosecutor’s Office
in March and staff says she has quickly become everyone’s
favorite coworker. She had some big paws to fill, as she
follows Oscar, a black Lab who became the county’s first
canine advocate in 2014 and served for years before his
passing. Grace likes meeting new friends and helping them
through stressful situations. She loves being paid in ear
scratches, belly rubs, and the occasional Charlee Bear treat.
“It is a welcome sight to have our second canine advocate as
part of this office,” Prosecutor D.J. Hilson says, “Grace is truly
a blessing to this community and to all the people she gets to
help out.”
     In the Bluewater area, four-year-old Carbon has been
serving as St. Clair County’s canine advocate for three years.
As might be expected in an area that includes both the St.
Clair River and Lake Huron, Carbon is a water dog who, 
(“Dog Days,” continued on page 4)
 

Hillsdale County’s
Jager- the face of
experience.

Muskegon
County’s Grace
celebrates her
second birthday.



As a community engagement
project for the summer, PAAM
staff in Lansing are conducting
a drive to collect items for the
Capital Area Humane Society.
PAAM staffers have been
participating in a different
service effort during each
quarter of 2026.

Dog Days at PAAM
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St. Clair County’s
canine advocate,
Carbon, enjoys the
outdoor offerings of the
Bluewater region.

(“Dog Days,” continued from page 3)

when he is not helping kids, likes spending his time
out-of-doors in his appropriately-named home area.
     Almost three dozen dogs are currently working as 
canine advocates in prosecutor’s offices around Michigan,
and they go through training designed to help them
work with kids and to stay quiet in a courtroom setting. 
Many advocates go home each night with an office 
employee, but, in the morning, their collars go back on and
they are back in the courthouse, serving the people of
Michigan.
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