
Prosecuting Attorneys
Association of Michigan

Prosecutor Update
September 2026                                  www.michiganprosecutor.com              

     The Prosecuting Attorneys Association of
Michigan held its 99  Annual Conference in late
August.  Participants discussed the value of
professional unity, the challenges presented by
artificial intelligence, and 100 years of service by
the association as PAAM prepares to mark its
centennial in 2028.
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     Oakland County Prosecutor Karen McDonald
took office as PAAM’s president at the conference
and will serve until August 2027.  At the
conference banquet, McDonald called for
solidarity. “My top priority in the next year is to
work to strengthen our relations and value
different viewpoints, regardless of the size of our
county, regardless of the letter after our name,
gender or perspective,” she said. Looking to the
future, Prosecutor McDonald will create a
working committee on artificial intelligence,
arguing there is no time to lose and that a

Oakland County Prosecutor Karen
McDonald, left, PAAM’s 2026-27
president, and Kent County
Prosecutor Chris Becker, right,
PAAM’s president for 2025-26.

consensus must be reached to establish guidelines and best practices. PAAM’s
upcoming centennial, she said, also serves as a reminder of common goals.  “We have
survived many firsts, but with that came conflicts and losses and disagreement and
debate and very strong opinion. Yet, we are still here, gathering and working a hundred
years later toward the same goal: public safety and fighting for victims.”
     Those values were highlighted as Prosecutor McDonald presented Berrien County
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Mark Sanford with a 40-year Prosecution Service
Award and Genesee County Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Timothy Bograkos with a
45-year Prosecution Service Award. Keith Robinson, Chief Assistant Prosecuting
Attorney in Berrien County, was honored for a half-century of dedication with the
Timothy A. Baughman 50-Year Service Award. Recognition was also directed toward 
(PAAM Annual Conference, continued on page 2)

Working Toward Common Goals
           PAAM’s 2026 Annual Conference



Prosecutor Update, September  2026, page 2

(PAAM Annual Conference, continued from page 1)

Livingston County Prosecutor
Carolyn Henry, left, chats with
Alger County Prosecutor Rob
Steinhoff, right.

Prosecutors’ Center for
Excellence Executive Director
Kristine Hamann spoke on
cultivating office culture.

The Director of PAAM’s
Violence Against Women
Project, Tanya Abdelnour,
spoke on intimate partner
prosecutions. 

toward Senator John D. Cherry of Genesee County
as the recipient of the Frank J. Kelley Justice Award
for his work in establishing state funding for
prosecutors. Muskegon County Prosecuting
Attorney DJ Hilson was honored with the 2026
William F. Delhey Award, which acknowledges long
and dedicated service to the field of prosecution.
      Conference attendees heard from Kristine
Hamann, the Executive Director of the Prosecutors’
Center for Excellence, on cultivating office culture,
while the Director of PAAM’s Violence Against
Women Project, Tanya Abdelnour, spoke on
intimate partner prosecutions.  The gathering also
provided opportunities for networking and
individual discussion. 
      Prosecutors returned to their home
communities carrying the words of Karen
McDonald. “I believe our association can stand as
an example of how a diverse set of people can, in
fact, work toward common goals. We can and we
must be steadfast in our fight to protect victims.”

Kalamazoo County
Prosecutor Jeff
Getting, left, presents
the Delhey Award to
Muskegon County
Prosecutor DJ Hilson,
right.

PAAM President
Karen McDonald,
left, honors  Berrien
County Chief
Assistant Prosecuting
Attorney Keith
Robinson, right.
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     The Second Annual Michigan Elder Justice
Conference took place in Grand Rapids in
July, with a focus on working with the elder
and vulnerable adult communities, keeping
seniors safe from abuse, neglect, and
financial exploitation, and the investigation
and prosecution of vulnerable adult cases.  In
the photograph above, Midland County
Prosecutor J. Dee Brooks speaks while Kent
County Prosecutor Chris Becker, standing, at
center, listens. 

2026 Elder Justice Conference
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2026 National Night Out
     Prosecutors and their staffs
marked the 2026 National Night Out
on August 4.  National Night Out, or
NNO, has been celebrated since 1984
as a means of building relationships
between law enforcement and local
communities.  In Berrien County,
lower left, Prosecutor Amy Byrd was
at the dunk tank, while in Eaton
County, upper right, canine advocate
Strider was in Charlotte to accept
head pats.  In Kent County, lower
right, Prosecutor Chris Becker and
his team spread out to several
locations to chat with neighbors and
hand out information.

     Montcalm County
Prosecutor Tom Ginster and
his team held a car wash in
early August to raise funds for
the IM Safe Child Advocacy
Center.  Prosecutor Ginster
says the event was successful
and will likely be repeated in
2027.

Washing Cars, Helping Kids
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