Child Abuse Training
Services Program .

CATS WINTER WEBINARS
January, February, March 2026 Webinars

Back by popular demand - CATS Winter Webinar Series!
Make winter in Michigan enjoyable again by participating in our short, informative training sessions—all from
the comfort of your own office while building valuable knowledge and skill sets.

These webinars are led by experts in their fields, offered at no cost to our target audience, and are approved
for MDHHS in-service credit hours.
Sharing is Caring!!!
Please feel free to share with others who may benefit from the information!

Webinars conducted via Zoom

**Upon approval, you will receive an email from Zoom containing instructions on how to join the

training. Please make sure you retain the confirmation email sent to you after approval. Please be careful to
enter your email address correctly. You will not be able to join the zoom training if you do not receive a
confirmation email from Zoom.

January 14, 2026
MITIGATING IMPLICIT BIAS IN THE FORENSIC INTERVIEW

10:30am-12:00pm

REGISTER: Mitigating Implicit Bias

Forensic Interviewers have a universal goal across protocols of being unbiased and neutral when speaking with
children. However, protocols often do not include a practical approach towards being unbiased, especially
pertaining to issues of identity and culture. To address this issue, Children’s Advocacy Centers of Michigan
(CACMI), Midwest Regional CAC, representatives from the Federal Bureau of Investigation Child Victims Service
Unit and a team of experts partnered to develop training and resources that would help forensic

interviewers improve their practice pertaining to honoring the culture and diversity of lived experience among
the children with whom they work. In this training we will examine the process in which this tool was created,
some of the research that went into its design, and how interviewers (and their teams) can implement this tool
in practice to interrupt the unconscious thinking that leads to biased decision making in our work.

Presenter: Josh Bissell


https://mipaam.zoom.us/meeting/register/0JONRV7uSbKnHeybVNOP9g

February 3, 2026
LAW & ORDER: CPS — STRATEGIES FOR COURTROOM SUCCESS
9:00 am-11:00am

REGISTER: Law & Order

Protecting children is one of the most vital responsibilities we share. Whether conducting investigations,
performing examinations, meeting with victims, consulting with experts, visiting scenes, documenting abuse,
or interviewing witnesses—our roles demand dedication and resilience. Yet, after all that work, we often face
one of the most daunting challenges: testifying in court. Courtroom testimony brings together many of life’s
most stressful elements—public speaking, scrutiny, hostile cross-examination, personal insecurities, and the
serious consequences of the outcome. It’s an environment that can feel overwhelming, even for seasoned
professionals. In this presentation, Assistant Attorney General Michael Schweyen, Litigation Specialist for the
Children and Youth Services Division of the Michigan Attorney General’s Office, will share the strategies he
finds most effective for successful courtroom testimony. From preparation techniques to handling opposing
counsel, his insights will help equip child protection professionals to navigate this critical aspect of their work
with confidence and clarity.

Presenter: Michael R. Schweyen, Assistant Michigan Attorney General

February 24, 2026
PREVENTION & RESPONSE TO SEXTORTION: THE JORDAN DEMAY CASE STUDY
10:00 am-12:00pm

REGISTER: Sextortion

On March 25, 2022, 17-year-old Jordan DeMay killed himself after being sextorted for five and a half hours by
Nigerian actors. The investigation lead to the arrest, extradition, conviction and sentencing of the Nigerian
subjects to federal prison. Most recently, this investigation started the investigation to a domestic money
laundering group that has resulted in the arrest of six U.S. Citizens. These U.S. Citizens subjects were receiving
money from sextortion victims, converting it to Bitcoin, and sending it to the Nigerian suspects. The
presentation of this case will cover the following:

- Background of the victim and suspects - Media releases

- Death investigation - Why this case was successful

- Preservation of digital evidence - Prevention of sextortion

- Digital investigation - Law enforcement response to sextortion

- Importance of collaboration and communication

Presenter: Lowell Larson, Undersheriff Marquette County Sheriff’s Department


https://mipaam.zoom.us/meeting/register/xv6PSpsYTVGkNjdKYP63Lg
https://mipaam.zoom.us/meeting/register/Ux2vY4OnSaKqrkOg3eWLTA

February 24, 2026
New ABUSIVE HEAD TRAUMA INFORMATION
2:00 pm-3:30pm

REGISTER: AHT

This seminar will explore issues faced by professionals when evaluating and investigating potential abusive
head trauma (AHT). This will include information about AHT from the American Academy of Pediatrics and
case examples.

Presented by: Vincent J. Palusci, MD, MS, FAAP, FAPSAC Professor of Pediatrics and Forensic Medicine — NYU
Grossman School of Medicine, New York, NY

March 2, 2026
ACES
1:00 pm-3:00pm

REGISTER: ACES

Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) are potentially traumatic events that occur in childhood. ACEs can
include violence, abuse, and growing up in a family with mental health or substance use problems. Toxic stress
from ACEs can change brain development and affect how the body responds to stress. ACEs are linked to
chronic health problems, mental illness, and substance misuse in adulthood. However, ACEs can be prevented.
Preventing ACEs can help children and adults thrive. The science and research show that children who have
high ACEs, may face a life of risky health and social behaviors, chronic health conditions and even early death,
without intervention.

This presentation will educate on ACEs and how each of us can make a difference moving forward and will
educate the audience on how ACEs affect our population.

This ACEs presentation also includes information on brain development, epigenetics, potential interventions,
and how to build resilience in the lives of our children and our communities.

*Please be advised:

We would like everyone to be aware that this session will provide education on childhood trauma and doing
this also requires that we each think back to our own childhoods. This may cause stress or trigger some
memories and feelings that are difficult. The presenters will also speak to this at the beginning of the
workshop.

Presented by: Zoe Lyons


https://mipaam.zoom.us/meeting/register/VzvDdJnSQUGkCw5mACZaMg
https://mipaam.zoom.us/meeting/register/mk59tsaWSAaPawGxqaiwVg

March 18, 2026

BEYOND THE STETHOSCOPE:

A DOCTOR’S GUIDE TO RECOGNIZING SIGNS OF CHILD ABUSE
3:00 pm-4:30pm

REGISTER: Beyond the Stethoscope

A focused training designed to help child abuse investigators identify, assess, and respond to potential child
abuse beyond clinical symptoms alone. This program explores physical, behavioral, and emotional indicators
across different developmental stages, highlights risk factors and patterns of concern, and emphasizes the
importance of careful documentation and multidisciplinary collaboration. Participants will strengthen their
confidence in asking sensitive questions, understanding reporting responsibilities, and acting in the best
interests of the child—while maintaining a trauma-informed, ethical, and compassionate approach to care.
Presented by: Dr. Debra Simms

March 24, 2026
COURT IS SCARY: PREPARING CHILD WITNESSES TO TESTIFY
11:00am-12:00pm

REGISTER: Court is Scary

Testifying in court can be overwhelming for children. This webinar equips prosecutors and law enforcement
with strategies to thoughtfully and effectively prepare child witnesses for testimony, including cases involving
sensitive or difficult topics. Participants will learn approaches for pre-testimony interviews, available
courtroom accommodations, and techniques to help children feel safe and supported in an unfamiliar
courtroom environment.

Presented by: Steve Kwasnik, Ingham County Assistant Prosecutor


https://mipaam.zoom.us/meeting/register/OseOLtfXRNOmIrM7TkBZxQ
https://mipaam.zoom.us/meeting/register/Hr6zRtBrTuap_q4sMlUNqg

Upcoming webinars:

From the Bench —

This training provides a judicial perspective on handling child abuse cases, focusing on the unique legal,
ethical, and human challenges they present. Through a “view from the bench,” participants will examine how
judicial decision-making impacts children, families, and professionals involved in these sensitive proceedings.
The training emphasizes trauma-informed courtroom practices, appropriate consideration of child
development, and the careful evaluation of evidence and testimony involving minors.

Supporting Children with ADD, ADHD, and Related Challenges —

This training focuses on building practical skills for working effectively with children who have ADD/ADHD and
related challenges such as emotional regulation difficulties, learning differences, anxiety, or behavioral
concerns. Using a real-world case study, participants will explore how these challenges can present in
everyday settings such as classrooms, after-school programs, and therapeutic environments. The training
emphasizes understanding behavior as communication and responding with empathy, structure, and
consistency.

Participants will learn evidence-informed strategies including positive behavior supports, clear routines,
flexible instruction, and collaboration with families and support teams. The case study format allows
participants to apply concepts in a realistic context, analyze decision-making, and discuss alternative
responses that promote engagement, self-regulation, and confidence.

If you have a webinar suggestion, please contact Julie Knop directly at
knopj@mipaam.org

ALL WEBINAR REGISTRATION LINKS:

Jan 14
REGISTER: Mitigating Implicit Bias March 18
REGISTER: Beyond the Stethoscope
Feb 3
REGISTER: Law & Order March 24
REGISTER: Court is Scary
Feb 24

REGISTER: Sextortion

REGISTER: AHT

March 2
REGISTER: ACES
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